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This magazine is forever dedicated to Jonathon Livingston Seagulls everywhere.

Subscription to EARTH magazine is £5 per annum for 6 issues (although we may sometimes
be late!), or £1 each. All cheques/POs should be made payable to 'Paul Bennett'. It
is the responsibility of the subscriber to inform the editor of changes in his/her
address, etc., Articles, comments, letters or criticisms are most welcome on virtually
any subject-matters (so send em in y' toerags!). The material and/or opinions expres-
sed in EARTH are not necessarily those of the editor, nor representative of subscribers
to the magazine as a whole (dig it!?). All material is copyright EARTH magazine and/or
the named authors, Copyright EARTH 1988.

Well, what can I say? The unfortunate delay between the publication of E10 and this
one has been a long one. I can only apologise, The reasons have principally been two-
fold., Firstly, the change of address (Please note everyone - I no longer live at my
old house:). That took up a week or so of messing around and getting things together.
But the main problem in the late arrival of this EARTH was a personal loss of a very
close friend of mine, who died a couple of months ago. I couldn't obviously manage to
execute the work on the magazine,. And I make no apologies for the fact that I have
given a page over to the thoughts-and words of someone who may be well-known to many

of our local readers, Jon Tilleard. I hope that others may bear with me in my lament.

Aside of that for awhile though., Much has obviously been going on over the months we
have been away. Stonehenge had its unfortunate troubles again as Solstice occurred.
Upon our local moorlands around Ilkley however, sixty or so of us collected around a
megalithic fire in celebration of the occasion without any such trouble.

On the media front all sorts of weird and wonderful things have been taking place (or
so the papers tell us)., There are - if you haven't heard - six hundred Nazi Adolfs
wandering the streets of Britain! Tis true! And the Russians are to blame! They took
tissues from the blood-stained rat-torn handerchief of his found in his bunker, and
from this they've manufactured 600 clones of him! Bloody amazing! I wonder if YUFOS
(our local Nazi-UFO freaks) have heard about this astonishing revelation?

But then there's another, more irritating story - this time on the UFO front - dealing
with the alleged landing and abduction of a West Yorkshire copper on Ilkley Moor. Not
a bad sounding case you'll admit. However, the tale is a li ttle more complicated. 1In
the first case the report was handed over to a researcher (?) in Lancashire who,
instead of getting in touch with local ufologists to help him with the case, decided
to take it all upon himself, The trouble here was the fact that the Lancashire chap
took the case entirely upon himself and has taken ages over checking the report out im
a full and satisfactory manner. Indeed, the case first came to light about six months
ago - and he's still at it! The main tale is this: a man (no name given - even to
the West Yorkshire UFO-nuts) was walking over Ilkley Moor one morning, towards Fast
Morton, Cutting up near (by the look of it) Silver Well, he saw a four-foot tall
entity ahead 'of him and, beyond that a silver-coloured UFO (at Silver Well? a curiously
8illy link perhaps!). Now, by a sheer stroke of luck, he happened to have his camera
and took a picture of the thing. And, from there, the ufological wranglings begin.
The ufonut who first got the case won't say anything to anyone else about the account,
("It's mine...all mine! I got the case first!" he'll be saying) By the looks of it
the case is a fake; because as the tale strung out, more details were slowly added.
Initially, the witness just saw the entity and UFO, Then, later, he said he'd been
abducted. And, after that, the men in black (made famous by Keel) enter the scene. It
all looks decidely silly. And the ufologist who got the case in the first place looks
to be the prime joker in the pack! Whatever happened to good old-fashioned investiga-
tions when everyone helped each other? . Eh?

Such have been the goings-—on over the last few months, There's been plenty more of
course - some of the sillier bits are mentioned further on in the mag. Happy reading!

Back-issues of ZARTH are still available.ZLNos.6,7,9 % 10 - get em while you can...

Castaneda”s Worlds - by Ian Blake

It 1is probably true to say that no one has done more to enrich the literature of
mind expansion than Carlos Castaneda. The author of several highly acclaimed studies
of shamanism among the Sonoran 1Indians, he was at the forefront of the psychedelic
movement in the late sixties. Since then his reputation has grown steadily to the
point where he is now linked with Huxley, Burroughs and Timothy Leary as a pioneer of
inner space.

Castaneda”s spiritual journey actually began 1in the summer of 1960 when he was
introduced to don Juan Matus, a Yaqui Indian from the American Southwest. Although
the encounter was quite casual it was to have far-reaching implications for both men.
Castaneda was at the time studying anthropology at the University of California. His
special interest in medicinal plants took him on several field ¢trips to the
Arizona/Mexico border, where he hoped to gather information from the Indians of the
region. It was during one such trip that he met don Juan for the first time. The two
struck up a casual conversation in a bus station after being 1introduced by a mytual
acquaintance. Castaneda noticed that despite his advanced years the old Indian
conveyed an impression of vitality and personal insight. "I was annoyed," he wrote
later, "At being seen through by those remarkable eyes."

It later transpired that don Juan was a '"brujo" or sorcerer who allegedly
possessed some kind of secret knowledge. As such he was given a wide berth by the
Sonoran Indians among whom he lived. Castaneda however, was fascinated by his
new-found acquaintance, and visited him on numerous occasions. In June 1961 he began
to serve a magical apprenticeship under don Juan, using psychedelic drugs (such as
peyote, Jimson weed and mushrooms) to open new centres of vision. His susequent
initiation is described with scrupulous attention to detail in such books as "The
Teachings of Don Juan", "A Separate Reality" and "Journey to Ixtlan".

Read consecutively, these books constitute ' one of the most remarkabie literary
odysseys of recent times. It is Castaneda’s involvement with his material that makes
it all seem so real, so credible and compelling. Under don Juan’s tutelage, he not
only studies the techniques of shamanism, but becomes well-versed in their lore. One
of his first tasks entails learning how to see, or develop occult perception. The
process of seeing, don Juan explains, is indispensible to the sorcerer”s way of life.
Its effect is to penetrate the illusion of gross physical matter and lay bare the
underlying reality. As he acquires this clairvoyant faculty, Castaneda frequently
enters what he describes as "a special state of non-ordinary reality." There he is
confronted by all manner of bizarre entities - a talking coyote, a sorceress in the
shape of a crow, Mescalito (the spirit of the peyote plant), etc. It is, of course,
possible to dismiss many of these encounters are mere drue-induced hallucinations.
After all ‘"druggy” people are occasionally prone to psychic-type revelations.
(Sixties rock star, Jim Morrison, whose chemical intake was prodigious, once told a
reporter, "A while ago I became aware that there were spirits, other beines in the
space around me. They have spirit, but they don’t manifest themselves physically.
They are aware of us, but we do not like to think that they exist. I think that they
envy our lives.") Nevertheless, there are many 1intriguing parallels between
Castaneda”s experiences and those found in Fortean lore. '

A particularly significant episode 1s related in A Separate Reality, when
Castaneda, returning to his car after a sojourn in the desert, finds three Mexicans
waiting for him. The first of these 1s a dark-haired man 1in his late thirties
carrying a bundle on his back. The second is a younger man, and the third a woman in
her forties, overweight and apparently very tired, her face covered with beads of
perspiration. The Mexicans ask Castaneda for a ride back into town, but he protests
that there is no room for them 1in his car. Nevertheless, their entreaties make him
feel '"very sad and ill-at-ease." This sensation builds in pitch and intensity, and
Castaneda finally drives away from the scene in a panic. Later, when he discusses the
incident with don Juan, he is told that the three Mexicans weren’t human beings at
all, but '"those who are not people" (los que no son pente). They were forces, don
Juan continues, '"neither good nor bad, just_ forces that a brujo learns to harness."



Don Juan refers to these inexplicable forces as the sorcerer”s allies. They can,
he says, assume any size or shape as the situation demands. The only way to detect
their presence is by the process as seeing with the inner eye. '"Real people look like
luminous eggs when you see them. Non-people always look like people... You cannot see
an ally. (They) take different forms - dogs, coyotes, birds, even tumbleweeds or
anything else. The only difference is that when you see them they look like whatever
they“re pretending to be."

If don Juan is to be believed, these strange mimetic creatures, the allies, exist
all around us. In common with many UFO-related phenomena they are able to mold
themselves to suit the cultural beliefs of the era or milieu in which they appear.
Their motives are obscure, but ~ at the same time "anything they do is significant."
When questioned about their functim 1in the scheme of things don Juan replies, "That’s
like asking me what men do in the world. 1 really don“t know. We are here, that’s
all. And the allies are here too; and maybe they have been here before us."

The allies, it seems, cannot '"take the lead" or exert direct influences on the
affairs of mankind. Nevertheless, contact with them is potentially dangerous because
they tend to bring out the worst in human nature. Their existence, if considered
purely for the sake of argument, sheds new light on a wide range of contemporary
mysteries - everything from Bigfoot and the Surrey Puma to appearences of the
ubiquitous phantom hitch-hiker. It explains, for instance, why so many UFOs and their
occupants appear to share a link with human consciousness. American author and
researcher, John A. Keel, understands that this link 1is actually a kind of symbiotic
relationship. UFOs, he says, are psychic constructs: thought forms or
transmogrifications of energy. They emanate from a parallel dimension, perhaps using
the power of human emotion as '"fuel" for their manifestations. "In order to
materialise,”" he writes in '"Operation Trojan Horse" (G.P. Putnam, 1970) '"these
entities seem to require a source of energy - a fire or a living thing - a plant, a
tree, a human medium or contactee." And again, "...They need to drain off energy from
human percipients, or from power lines and automobile engines."

Don Juan makes a similar disclosure in "The Fire from Within'". Allies, he tells
Castaneda, are drawn to strong emotional fields. "Animal fear is what attracts them
the most; it releases the kind of energy that suits them." Later in the same book he
expnads on this statement, adding that, "Once an ally catches you, you either have a
heart attack and die, or you wrestle with it. Then after a moment of thrashing around
in sham ferocity, the ally”s energy wanes. There is nothing an ally can do to us, or
vice versa. We are separated by an abyss."

This '"sham ferocity" is an odd feature of many reported cases involving Bigfoot
and the phantom big cats of Fortean lore. Two such cases are recorded in Jerome Clark
& Loren Coleman”s, "Creatures of the Outer Edge" (Warner, 1978). The first of these
allegedly took place at 8.30pm on April 10, 1970. The victim, Mike Busby of Cairo,
Illinois, USA, was driving along the perimeter of Illinois” vast Shawnee National Park
when his engine unaccountably stopped. As he got out of the car to investigate, Busby
was attacked by a strange creature, six feet tall, black and upright, with
"almond-shaped glowing eyes." This fearSome apparition knocked Busby to the ground
and proceeded to "wrestle" with him. During the ensuing struggle, ‘it inflicted
superficial wounds on his chest, abdomen and left arm with 1its dull two-inch claws.
Despite 1its upright gait the creature was wunmistakably cat-like with short wiry hair
and a wet odour. Fortunately, it was frightened away by the headlights of an
approaching diesel truck, thus allowing Busby to regain the safety of his car. It
started without trouble, and he drove away from the scene at high speed.

The second case quoted in Creatures is less well documented, but follows much the
same pattern. This time the victim was a woman, a Mary Crane of Rising Sun, Indiana,
USA. Like Busby she was attacked by a mysterious cat-like animal "as big as a
good-sized calf with a tail as long. as a door." Here again, the creature seemed
curiously reluctant to do do any real harm; instead contenting 1itself with pinning
Crane to the ground and licking her face. When a rescue party appeared on the scene

it emitted a '"piercing shriek'", leapt over a nearby fence and vanished, leaving its

victim shaken but physically unhurt.

Why were Mike Busby and Mary Crane mawled in so half-hearted a fashion? To what
end? For what purpose? By ordinary standards of animal behaviour such attacks seem
strangely pointless. They do however, make sense if viewed as '"ally strategies",
carried out in order to generate a powerful emotional response. It 1is almost as if
these 'creatures'" are inert without the energy of human emotion and shapeless without
human expectations.

David Tansley, an authority on all forms of alternative medicines, has expounded
a similar view. His book, '"Omens of Awareness" (Neville Spearman, 1977), 1is a
penetrating study of the occult sciences. Tansley sees many classic UFO encounters
(including the now largely-discredited Scoriton Mystery) as "ally scenarios'. He also
applies the same rationale to cases involving the so-called Men in Black (or MIBs as
Keel <called them), those sinister agents of terror who made their first appearence on
the modern scene circa 1947. The MIB are wusually described as swarthy men with
Oriental or vaguely foreign-looking features. They are said to threaten or openly
harass UFO witnesses, warning them to remain silent about their experiences or face
dire consequences. Their threats, however, are seldom fulfilled.
"What interests me," Tansley writes, "Is that (the MIBs) fit 1like a glove into
the theory of the allies, which take the form expected of them." Precisely!! Many
leading UFO researchers have speculated that the MIB may be creatures of fantasy,
projections, or deep-seated fears on the part of the witnesses. Here we have a
tailor-made explanation of how these projections may become integrated into the fabric
of everyday life.

This theory, the Ally Hypothesis, provides a springboard for exploring many "high
strangeness' aspects of the UFO enigma. Is it, 1 wonder, too fanciful to include
under the same heading such classics of Fortean lore as the Mattoon Gasser case, or
the famous Kelly-Hopkinsville siege? In these and countless other instarces we find
much the same pattern - a series of assaults seemingly carried out for no reason other
than to generate a rising tide of fear and paranoia. Opportunities to do serious
physical harm are generally avoided. The Kelly-Hopkinsville goblins for instance,
were equipped with lethal-looking claws, but did nothing more blood-thirsty than
stroke the head of one terrified victim. One is irrististibly reminded of don Juan”s
dictum that, "There is nothing an ally can do to us and vice versa. We are separated
by an abyss."

Throughout the Castaneda books there are precise parallels and correlations with
the UFO mystery and related phenomena. The same forces appear to be at work in both
situations. The same patterns prevail. The same inscrutable motives are involved.
At one point for example, don Juan warns that the allies "Are capable of bringing out
the worst in a person." And one need only think of the personality disorders
affecting many UFO contactees for verification of this. We are also told that
animals, especially dogs, are afraid of the allies. This again 1is a common feature
found in many UFO sightings. Even don Juan”s speculation that the allies "may have
been here before us'", is echoed in Keel”s Operation Trojan Horse: 'It seems probable
that these forces have always been extant on this planet," he says... .

In view of all this it seems reasonable to assume that UFO and ally-related
phenomena may share a common source. They do not emanate from outer space, nor from
another dimension in the commonly accepted sense of the term. Instead they exist all
around us, going about their business just as they have done for centuries - as vast
and inscrutable as Nature itself. Sometimes they are seen by accident, at others by
design when they are called into being by a complex interplay of psychic forces.
Their purpose is open to conjecture, but Castaneda”s don Juan books certainly provide
numerous avenues for further research. (Albeit, one must make allowances for the fact
that the author compiled many of his field-notes under the influence of mind-expanding
drugs.) But, I leave the task of carrying out this research to other, more capable
hands ... 5



An Examination of Possible Earth Light Phenomena in West Yorkshire, Part 2
\

\

i \ Report by Nigel Mortimer, with Notes from Paul Bennett

It was a clear darkening, evening sky on the twilight of Tuesday, July 19, 1983.
Jane Hallam of Addingham, West Yorkshire, a nurse by profession, went upstairs to have
a look out of her bedroom window to see what the weather was like. It had looked
earlier as though storms might be due, but by this time all had passed with the sky
being quite clear. From her bedroom window, which faces east, she could see
Addingham Moorside to the south: a lovely area which adjoins Ilkley Moor and which is
covered with thousands of rocks, crags and megalithic remains. Her half-gaze wandered
towards the nearby TV mast, an outstanding feature which she noticed straight away,
being very close to where she lived. It was here however that she caught sight of
something peculiar. The TV mast appeared to be being 1{illuminated by something
directly above it - and whatever it was, was of such a magnitude that it 1lit up the
immediately surrounding treetops, visibly clear as if it were daylight!

It was some forty or fifty feet above the mast that Jane saw an
incredible-looking object just hanging there it seemed at first. What she described
as "a slender cigar-shaped" object was only just moving in a straight line, towards
the west of the mast, heading eventually in the direction of Skipton over the adfacent
moorlands. Jane presumed that the object was made of some kind of metallic substance
which was giving off this tremendous glare that initially drew her attention to it.
It appeared that the object itself was emitting the brightness, rather than something
being reflected off it from some other source. She described the object as being
about the size of a small Mini-car from her first observation of it (of only 400
yards). It was certainly no smaller than that, she said. However the object looked
decidedly thin, being only three feet wide, rounding off to about a foot at each end.
Its colour was that of gun-metal, but she thought that there may have been some bluish
tints here and there on the object. This too however, may have been due to effects
made by the 1intense brilliance of the manifestation. Jane reported that no noise
could be heard from where she was in relation to the sight, and although she had her
bedroom window opened all through the event, she neither heard any natural background
noises either such as traffic or other nocturnal sounds. In all, Jane claims to have
watched this peculiarity for what may have been as long as five minutes before it
simply passed out of sight heading in the direction of Skipton. Jane said that at no
way through the sighting did she notice any markings or windows on the object.

As the object was slowly moving along its trajectory, it appeared to be slowly
picking up speed all the time, as 1f it had just set off on its journey. All the way
through the event, the UFO maintained a very low level relative to the immediate
environment be;ou.

When Nigel enquired about any feeling that Jane may have had during the sighting
she said, '"That it seemed as if the thing I was seeing was not real. It looked like
something out of a sci-fi movie!" Furthermore, "It 'shouldn’t have been able to just
hang 1in the sky the way it did so, as it wasn”“t a balloon. 1I'm quite sure of that.
And anyway, it was made out of something that looked heavy...it was metallic." She
continued, "I really did feel transfixed when I watched it, as if it was holding my
attention. I°ve never seeen anything like it before, and I do know what helicopters
and planes look like, especially close up. I really was stunned at what I saw..."
The diagram of the object here illustrates what Jane watched.

Nigel Mortimer, investigator of the case 1in question here, noted the 1local
environmental factors which may have had possible significance to the case afterwards,
although at the time (correct me if 1I°m wrong Nigel!) didn“t see an earthlight
significance into the event. He writes that the object was seen '"on the moorland
slopes. This ground is scattered with some rocks, and above the area to the south is
the overhanging outcrop of rocks which lead up to the flat moorland plateau, which in
itself leads towards Skipton, Bradford and Keighley." He continues to outline further
factors, of course; but it is principally the immediately adjacent region with which
we should be primarily concerned with here.

Nigel“s first comment about the local outcrop of rocks sounds OK. There are
indeed many thousands of the buggers all round the region, and where the TV mast
itself is, we find that a principal geological .fault line lies almost underneath it.
The direction of travel the "UFO" took, according to Jane, was westerly - towards
Skipton. Coincidentally ("Well, of course, it can“t be anything but coincidentally,
can it!?" cries a half-wit ufologist), the same fault line goes in the identical
direction! Looking at it on the geological map of the area, we see a striking
relationship between the two factors. But...consider that where the witness saw the
object was actually wrong. What if the object she saw was in fact further back than
the TV mast she thought it was above? Such mistakes are easily made, and in the past
have brought light to events which, previously thought mysterious, have turned out to
be mundane objects. The possibility cannot be overlooked. But - I haven’t!

About a half mile further back, we reach the ridge of Addingham Moorside.
Scattered with thousands of large rocks and boulders, many of them covered with
numerous old stone cup and ring carvings, the object may (although it“s doubhted) have
been there. This couldn“t really throw anymore light on what the object was, as there
are no roads there and few people are on the moors at that time of the night. But
(hurray hurray - by Jjove what a coincidence!), running virtually parallel with the
fault line by the TV mast, we find another main fissure in the Earth. This too
travels the same way and ends up stopping several miles westwards just short of
Skipton. In between the two fault 1lines there are a number of smaller faults, but
each are just short manifestations of the two we“re here talking of. As the map below
here shows (diagram based on the British Geological Survey Map, Bradford 69 (D),
1:50,000 Series), .the correlations are extraordinarily alike the "flight path" taken
by the UFO. Nobody with a brain could realistically dispute {t. Although some
ufologists might like to!

And so, what have we to say for ourselves, eh? Another earthlight old bean?
Certainly looks like it! Anyone care to argue...? We will be continuing rhis series
of probable earthlight manifestations in the next edition of EARTH.
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PaganLink Network - by Phil Hine
\

Paganlink is a new venture in setting up a contact and support network for Pagans and
occultists throughout, the'United Kingdom. PaganLink acts to try and link isolated in-
dividuals and groups to each other - to generate new pathways of communication and
development., The bonding is shared visions and values - PaganLink is not a "cosy
little club" for just one branch of Pagans or like-minded peoples, We are concerned
with removing the barriers between people of different beliefs -'attempting to see

beyond the schism of dogma that isolates people from one another. As individuals, we

may change our inner landscapes and dream new visions, but to enable these visions to
take root we need to bond together in new ways - to work together at growth.

PaganLink is concerned with informing people about what it means to be Pagan (or what-
ever one cares to call themselves) - to provide a rational counter-current of infor-
mation to the diatribe of the gutter-press and a certain member of parliament.

The Network is organised so that, where possible, all areas have someone who is will-
ing to act as a local coordinator: to organise meetings, events, and help put people
in contact with each other. Some areas also have Regional coordinators who move info-
rmation around between areas. Anyone who wishes to become involved in the running of
the Network is very welcome to do so.

PaganLink also.has three main resource magazines:

"Moonshine" - £1 each from 498 Bristol Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 6BD.

"Northern PaganLink News" - Augusgt issue free. Send large, A5 SAE to, NPLN - Box 175,
5¢ Call lane, Leeds LS1 6DT,

"Albion Arise!" - free newsletter with SAE from, 26 Leonard Road, Lozells, Birmingham,

Ed's Note - PaganLink has been set up for about a year now and around our Yorkshire
dens a number of "Moots" have been set up, meeting on regular monthly days. One is
close to being formed in York (if enough feedback and a meeting place can be regularly
set up), but in Leeds and Bradford we have moots that have been going for several
months now. In Leeds, on the first Thursday of every month, at the Griffin Hotel on
Boar lane (just round the comer from the train station) is one regular meeting, any-
time after 7.30pm. Next Leeds Moots are on Sept 1, Oct 6, and Nov 3. The Bradford
Moots are held at the Crossroads Club, Leeds Road, laisterdyke, on the first Friday

of every month; the next moots being Sept 2, Oct 7, and Nov 4, I have been to both of
these small gatherings and the number of folks turning up is slowly increasing. They
are just like a night out, but the people who turn up there are Pagan and similar-
minded peoples. I encourage as many of you as possible to turn up at these moots, If
others crop up - as planned - in other Yorkshire areas, I'll let you know. Hope to
see you there!

The Undiscovered Old Stone Carvings of Cottingley Woods, Bingley

More on these cup and ring carvings from West Yorikshire., I'm sorry if some of you are
sick of reading about these weird archaeoremnants, but they of great importance to the
geomantic make-up of this area. The Ancients certainly thought so! Anyhow...

Cottingley is famed for its faeries. The photos may well have been faked (although
Elsie says that they still saw the little folk), but people still turn their eyes and
cameras to this little village, hoping their imaginations manifest something. In the
expansive woodlands to the west, on the south side of the Aire Valley, Earth Mysteries
ramoler, Susan Stead and her friend, came across a quite amazing rock carving, the
likes of which are rarely equalled even on the hundreds of carved rocks on Ilkley Moor
immediately to the north. On a rock, measuring ten feet by seven feet, and slightly
raised some twelve inches on its south side, sloping back into level earth, they came
across one of the best-preserved examples of cup and ring stones in Britain...and it
had never previously been recorded.

When Susan first showed me the carving, its clarity impressed me almost as much as the
first time I saw the Swastika Stone (to any locals who haven't seen this stone, I urge
you to visit it). As an art form, the design is highly evocative, God only knows why
this is so! The design itself is seemingly untouched by the elements - unlike many of
the old stone designs on Ilkley and its heathlands. Anyhow,' across the page here you

can see what it looks like, A few metres south of it on another flat, but small rock

is the cup-and-two-ring design, illustrated at the bottom left of the page. The inner
cup of this carving is 13.6cm across, with a gap of 4cm before the first ring is
touched. This ring is about 2cm across. Then there's the second gap of 4.5-5cm, with
the outer ring measuring between 1,5-2cm across, I have not attempted to transpose
these measurements onto Thom's Megalithic Inch., The third carving on the bottom right
appears to have been added to. The two cups may have been originals, but the ring
seems somewhat recent, Anyhow, make of these what thou wilt! No dowsing or pendulum
readings have yet been attempted over the principal carving, I would appreciate any
help that could be given on these lines...
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FORTEAN 3NIPPKTS

From the response a lot of you gave us from the last EARTH (all those years ago!l), it
appears that you liked the short collection of short tales we offered. And so, if the
strange and silly tales continue to crop up, we'll run the Snippets in regular issues.
Hope that you like some of these...

WQAN RAPED BY A FISH - Yes, you've guessed it - an excerpt from the Sunday Sport news-
paper! According to the report the poor woman is now expecting to give birth - to an
81b trout! Doctors have apparently said that the developing foetus has got gills at
the back of its ears, two hearts and a pouting mouth! The woman alleged that she was
abducted and raped by extraterrestrials a few months before-hand. UFO "experts" (ha

ha ha!) are now anticipating its birth. More on this I hope! Sunday Sport, 10.4.88.

WHAT A SHOWER! - Twas July 11, 1988. The rain was pouring out of the sky in Sheffield,
And so were hoards of tadpoles! Sheffield pensioner, Mrs Alice Dexter, found dozens

of peculiar tadpole-like thingies swimming around in a rainwater barrel, "They just
dropped out of the sky in the rain." Aberdeen Press & Journal, 12,7.88,

DIET FOR A PAGAN! - Police in Libreville, Gabon, recently announced that they'd arres-
ted thirty-five year old witchdoctor, Ntem Mba, for over-eating. Mba confessed that
he'd eaten six people - two of them were his own children! Greedy sod! Presumably he
is now on a diet! Telegraph & Argus, 27.4.88.

VOODOO TRIAL AT NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES? - A certain David Clarke (co-editor of the
Northern Earth Mysteries mag), who is allegedly a defrocked clergyman (most of these
vicars enjoy ripping frocks off - usually childrens!) and former aide to Liberian Pre-
sident Samuel Doe, sobbed in court recently, after admitting killing two children in

a voodoo ritual., The retired christian pervert said, "I am sorry, I am feeling too
bad for the incident.," Oh dear, oh dear, the poor chap. He was tried for murder.
Telegraph & Argus, 8.4.88.

ANTIQUE BABY BORN! - A child was born in Alexandria, Egypt earlier this year, with a
three-thousand year old necklace made from solid silver, around her ankle! People are
revering this as proof of reincarnation, The child, Aisha Sabry, is now being looked
at by stunned scientists, Sunday Sport, n.d.

CANED FOR MURDERING A CANNIBAL - A Zambian villager used his spear to kill a man who
had murdered his mother before eating her intestines! He must have been bloody hungry!
Anyhow, a judge sentenced the man, Rodgers Kaluba, to ten strokes of the cane after
pleading guilty to avenging his mother's death. The sentence "drew large applause" in
the crowded courtroom. Telegraph % Argus 20.4.88.

FRUITY CCONCEPTION - Jack Northeast of Frome, Somerset, cooked his wife a bowl of his
home-made rhubarb pie., Wendy, aged 42, soon after began to get tummy upsets and just

a few hours later gave birth to a five-puond baby she didn't know she was carrying!
Telegraph % Argus, 4.5.88.

OLD GIMPS MAKE A RECCRD - Jesus Carranza Vega, aged 114, claims that he and his girl-
friend are the world's oldest living couple. Together they live in a tiny hut, without
either electricity or water, in northern water, Between them, they have a combined
age of 247! Jesus Vega's girlfriend, Paula Martinez de Carranza, is allegedly 133!
Telegraph % Argus, 21.4.88.

SUPERMITES - Termite mounds are renowned for being remarkable structures, standing
several feet above the ground and housing thousands of insects, But what is thought
to be the world's highest termite structure yet found has been discovered in the Aus-
tralian outback, It stands 21 feet tall and is still growing! T%A, 3.5.88.

AND FINALLY... - On Friday, April 22, this year, a Dartmoor farmer shot dead a large
cat he watched stalking his ducks. When reported to the local vet, Neville Harrison,
he identified it as a rare Asian leopard which had never been seen in this country and
certainly shouldn't have been over here (it didn't have a passport!). Animal experts
are still puzzling over the incident. It was reported to the Ministry of Agriculture
because of the fear of rabies, but this was later discounted. This could have been
the weird feline beast that biologist Nigel Brierley was seeking, wandering around
with his willy hanging out! (see Earth 10, p.l5). Telegraph % Argus, 22.4.88.
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4esJust What was the Freak of Grafton Street?

Twas November, 1837. London's night was to be awakened in one particylar spot by the
oddest of things. Wearing a theatrical-looking black cloak, looking decidely weird
and, in consequent appearences, springing quite high in the air, clearing high walls
and other impassable structures, obviously some madcap entity was on the loose! And
then, in 1873, this time in Sheffield, another odd creature appeared. This time clad
in a white cloak, bouncing over walls fourteen feet and more, appearing and disappear-
ing with annoying regularity, and "skimming over the ground with supernatural swift-
ness," a similar manifestation pestered the locals. (1) Only a few years later, in
1877, Aldershot, Hampshire, became host to a not dissimilar sprite. This one flew
over two sentries who fired at him., Threw out jets of fire and again, vanished!
Moving into the twentieth century, in 1904 (Crowleians take note), yet another cloak-
clad creature was leaping, bounding and vanishing its way around Everton, Liverpool.
And in all of these instances, nobody was ever found responsible for the spectral
pranks - as some people liked to think they were.

Springheeled Jack's his name., Today, for many, such a figure ranks only in the land
of imaginative folklore. Others tend to relate the manifestations to a mischievous
elemental who skipped in and out of space-time - for various strange reasons., But
quite obviously such entities were indeed seen. The people who reported these highly
remarkable entities weren't making their stories up (there were no cash prizes in
those days for letting the press know you'd seen a demon or a spaceman - only loony
bins!). And so, following the tradition of British history, it isn't really too sur-
prising that such a phenomenon raised its head in the old suburbs of Bradford in early
September, 1926...

In the early hours of Sunday, September 5, 1926, at approximately 2am, something which
the press described as a 'ghost' perturbed locals around the Manchester Road area of
this smelly old Bradford town. The first press report of the events were as follows:
"A ghost scare has just been brought to light in Bradford. The ghost who has reported
to have been lately haunting...the city is apparently no astral ‘being however, but a
fugitive person who stands over six feet...and who possesses remarkable sprinting
power." (2) Both of these points are characteristic of all the previously-mentioned
entities. The account continues, "A great effort to lay the ghost was made {m the
early hours of yesterday morning
without success. A posse of
police and a band of vouns men
who endeavoured to capture the

Don't Miss the 2nd Issue of

STRANGE MAGAZINE

Featuring

The Strongest UFO Cases
By Bruce MaccabeeesMichael T. Shoemaker
John A. KeeleStanton T. Frledmane Cynthia Hind
Jenny Randlese Dennis StacyeRobert C. Glrard

MONOLITH

Digstribution -
Mail order books and
magazines. Plus
posters and T-snirts

AFLIT  Earth Mysteries by Paul Devereux
Ao

Subjects including
§;Enistory, Stone Circles,
Arcnaeo-astronomy, UFOs,
Ley lines, Pyramids etc.

Robert Anton Wilson on Skepticism and Blind Faith
Mad Scientists and the Movies by Douglas Chapman

Plus Greek Forteana. Monster News. Book and Flim Reviews. Animol
Oddities. Fish Stories, Notes on the Dwayyo. Fortean Research Prim-
ef, and much more. Including columnists Janet Bord (Strange News
From Britain), Loren Coleman (The Cryptozoo News ). Ken Meaux
(High Strangeness). Michael T. Shoemaker (Back from Umbo ). Paul
J. Willis (Skeptic Alley), Joseph W. Zarzynski (Unusual Undercurrents),
and Douglas Chapman (House of Homors).

Jonn darrison,

2 Baggrave View, Barsoy,
Leicestershire, LE7 8R3.
Published 2-3 times/year. To subscribe for 4 issues send o
check or money order for $14.95. For a sample Issue send
$3.95 plus $1.00 postage. Other countries send $18.95In U.S.
funds, drawn on a US bank. Include $1.50 postage for sam-
ple issue. Back Issues of Issue #1 are still avallable at sample
price. |

Send to: STRANGE MAGAZINE,; Dept. 2. P.O. Box 2246.
Rockville, MD 20852 USA

Be aware of the earths
magic and the world around
us. Reeiscover lost energy
and magic within.

I



\

\

e k]

masked man who's filling the ghostly‘roie..." Since its first appearence that Sunday
morn, it continued to show itself every night without fail for a full week following.

- "All state that (it's) completely dressed from head to foot in a loose white garment.

This completely envelopes the head and no part of the face is visible. There's two
slits for eyes in the white mask. This make-up gives (it) the appearence of a Ku Klux
Klansman... The witnesses are unanimous in declaring that the
man wanted is at least 6'2"... He makes practically no noise
when running and it's thought he wears black dancing pumps.
Walter Wheatley, a young man who lives at 12 Fitzgerald Street, -
stated to a press rep that the first appearence of the masked
man in Grafton Street was about midnight on Sunday when he was
seen by some young men. Then early on Tuesday morning he was
seen in Grafton Street by a young man named James O'Brien. That
was at 2.30am., Fully two hours later a woman who was going to
work met the white figure. When it approached her she ran
screaming down the street and eventually fainted. Fortunately
her cries awoke some persons,.. Windows were raised and quite a
number saw what seemed to be a 'ghost' standing near the fallen
woman,.. In the darkness of Wednesday morning another woman,
while crossing St. James Street, saw the man and got a terrible
fright. She ran as if for her life and got back.home in safety.
Having heard all these stories young Wheatley decided to stay

sccggga;ND out of bed yesterday just to see whether he could lay his hands
BOUGHT on the ghost." (3)
& SOLD
Wheatley and a friend, William Jordan, spent the night looking
for the figure, and on its regular 2am slot, the figure was seen.
It appeared at the end of Fitzgerald Street and walked straight
13/13A up the middle of the road.  lnon seeing the figure, Jordan sped
VICTORIA ROAD, down to the local police station and returned with'a number of
SALTAIRE, . : ; .
WEST YORKSHIRE men. The figure was still in sight very close by, but when they
BD13 3LQ began chasing the figure it ran off at an exceptional speed.
Bradford's Daily Telegraph, the same day, gave similar reports,
i and also mentioned that the entity had been seen jumping about on
TELEPHONE | h ;
(0174) 584275 ‘ ouse rooftops and local ash-tips. (4)
= After the first few days, tens - and on one occasion, mundreds -
E:J of locals joined together to search and capture the strange

figure, but with no success.

But people were still seeing the ghostly thing. "A woman who
resides in Earl Street says she was returning from the theatre

to her house, when at the...end of Henry Street a tall white
figure appeared and seemed to "sway backwards and forwards with
arms outstretched and then vanished into nothing." A few seconds
later, according to this eyewitness, the tall figure of a man
wearing a cap walked hurriedly from the garden of a house. Two
men who were in the street at the same time both vouched for

this account, while a girl stated that the tall mysterious man
collided with her as he hurried round the corner of the street."

ey
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Strangely however, whilst all of this
was going on, another peculiarity
raised its head. In both previous
articles on the Grafton Street Freak,
(5.6) nothing was known or mentioned
about it.
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Sometime around 9.45pm on Monday, 6

September, just a night after the
entity had first been seen, many folk
around west and North Yorkshire saw
and heard most peculiar celestial
phenomena. "The reports of vivid
illuminations of the sky have been
seen over a wide area...(and) formed
one of the main subjects of dis-
cussion in the trains this morning. One gentleman who lives at Baildon was heard to
say that at the time mentioned he chanced to be standing at his door when his attention
was attracted by a series of vivid lights which appeared low down in the eastern sky.
Five times-in rapid succession the lights flared up." (7) The account later continues,
"Two ladies also claimed to have been startled by a vivid flash of light about 9.45pm.
They were seated in a house high up in one of the suburbs. The room was lit by a pow-
erful electric globe, but the curtain windows (sic) weren't fully drawn. They thought
that the light was a flash of lightning and waited to hear the noise of thunder, which
never came,"
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In some instances the magnitude of the light was such that it actually woke children
from their sleep. Varying tales come from all quarters. One, "when a resident at
Bolton Villas (Bradford) was garaging his car at 9.45, he saw a double flash of light
green light, It was like lightning, but of a colour he had never seen before." (8) A
Mr George Bell of Whitkirk, Leeds, described seeing a faint blue flashing that lasted
some three seconds. A Mr Wilkinson of Tadcaster saw the same blue flash and heard a
long bang afterwards, In Bramham, the same thing occurred, but windows were shaken in
numerous homes. In Castleford a hlue sphere was seen by a number of people, coming
from the south, and it lit the sky so bright that it was like day-time. A copper in
Leeds also reported the thing. (9) Further press reports tell us the following:
"Vivid illuminations of the sky over an extensive area in East Yorxshire last night
caused a great deal of alarm. At Hull, windows of houses were rattled. Bridlington,
York, Pocklington and North Cave reported a similar expeience. Darlington witnessed
the flash which lasted several seconds. At Beverley there was a noise like an explo-
sion...and windows were rattled. The whole town was lighted by a flash which appeared
to come from the direction of Hornsea." (10)

Other reports soon followed. '"The phenomenon (was) variously described as a dazzling
greenish glare, a brilliant white light, a dull red glare, a blue light changing to
yellow and then to blue again, etc. Near Sheffield, a cyclist, surprised by the sudden
brilliant illumination of the countryside looked up to see, "a long tail of brilliant
electric sparks with a ball at its head" which moved swiftly across the sky and dis-
appear," (11)

But obviously there was most probably a simple explanation following this celestial
visitor. Anyhow, one came forth from the Greenwich Observatory and other presiding
astronomical authorities, elucidating the phenomenon as a fireball-meteor of some type
(12, 13) - which it most probably was! One person however, perhaps the first first
member of the Yorkshire UFO Society, had another, much vcetter idea., Writing to the
Cbservatory column in the local press, he told that the fireball was in fact two

German scientists who'd set off to the Moon in a giant torpedo-like projectile they'd
built,(an? had been propelled by a giant cannon and lots and lots of explosives! Grand
idea! (14

A relationship between this probable natural extraterrestrial visitor and the Crafton
Street Freak seems unlikely on the surface, although in the past there have been too
many seemingly coincidental esoteric manifestations following such sights, In 1980,

‘when an almost identical giant meteor skimmed across our country, UFO manifestations

quickly followed in certain areas. The relationship between our natural 'eartinuake
light' flashes coming it would seem from the ground, and following UFC flaps, is now



really an indisputable one. But perhaps the fireball of 1926 and the following weird
entity sightings were just a coincidence...perhaps... To some, I know, this point may
be of relevant interest. \

In the second and final part d{ this article in the next issue of EARTH, we examine
the other reports of this freaky creature and its movements further afield up the Aire
Valley in West Yorkshire. And perhaps the most interesting is the first-hand account
of the 'ghost' from a witness, still alive, who saw the figure all those years ago
along the cobbled backs of Fitzgerald Street...
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John Tilleard: 1964-1988.

On May 23, this year, my closest friend and companion died, leaving much sorrow and
reflection to a great number of us - his parents and close family moreso than any. In
‘the light of his transcendence to worlds new, I am here, in this short space, going to
try and give reference and great tribute to a wonderful man.

It's very difficult to write about someone when you felt as deeply as I felt (and
still feel) about someone so close. All I can do is talk about him.. And there's so
much to tell, He was a philosopher, a poet, a musician and such a lover of this green
and pleasant Earth. In our many travels to the mountains and moorlands of our country,
between us and the elements around such resonance did sing within and without. John,
like I, and many of us today, understood the way of the sacred with the Earth. His
spirit will be greatly missed.

I remember vividly, as children, we used to 'escape' from our homes long after night-
fall, and wander onto Idle Hill and the small, adjacent moorland, looking for UFOs and
other strange things. And sometimes we'd find them. Sometimes, on reflection, they'd
be our minds playing a collective trick on each other - but, there were times...there
were times...

As he got older, one thing within him that never eroded was his very placid na?ure
towards most other people., John was very quiet, yet he had such a wonderful mind
under his almost 'hidden' expression, Amidst this too was a quite ludicrous sense of
humour - gems of which would spark from God-knows-where inside him, Everyone who knew
him would echo these sentiments unreservedly. But with him now gone, those who knew
and Loved him are just left with memories of him, Certainly, almost everywhere I go
there are images of him, or events that occurred, or touching feelings of sanctity -
none of which can ever be lost,

His unison now however, with the breath of the Universe, and the Word and worlds of
Jonathon Livingston Seagull (a good friend of Johns aswell), have passed him into an-
other form. His consciousness has moved in/onto another Life, as individual and pre-
cious as was his own, I can only give him my utter respect and Love in his new venture
into Being and hope that, like Jonathon Livingston, "He learns to fly..." ...into
freedom... And that I'll see him one day...

My heartfelt condolence goes to John's parents; his brother Ian; and sister, Jacki,

Iy

labyrinth Structure on Ilkley Moor - by Matthew Atha

On Midsummer's Day, 1986, I was retrieving my bike from behind a wall on Ilkley Moor,
where it had been abandoned the previous night while trying to find the Twelve
Apostles stone circle. While walking across rough moorland I stumbled across the
weird arrangement of stones illustrated here. I took a photograph, realising that
this might well be a labyrinth of the type one sees carved on the many ring-marked
stones on the moor.

This year T decided to do this a little more gystematically. The diagram does not
pretend to be accurate in all details, but the main features are all there. As I had
no tape measure, the dimensions I recorded at roughly nineteen by eighteen paces (MY?).
A person standing is just visible from the Twelve Apostles three hundred yards to the
east, The grid reference is SE 123451, and it is most easily found by starting from
the large cairn just northwest of the Twelve Apostles and then following the track for
two hundred yards to the south-west.

It is indeed a labyrinth, possibly contemporary to the adjacent Twelve Apostles, and
almost certainly to the carved stones. The site is well overgrown with heather and
grasses, which suggests that if it is a hoax it is not a modern one. Even if the:laby
rinth is more recent than the circle, it was surely constructed and used by Pagans.
celebrating the spiral dance., If anybody else knows of this site, or any relevant
history of the area, can they please get in touch with me.