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Well, what can I say? The unfortunate delay between the publication of ElO and this 
one has been a long one. I can only a�ologise. The reasons have principally been two­
fold. Firstly, the change of address (Please note everyone - I no longer live at my 
old house!). That took up a week or so of messing around and getting things together. 
But the main problem in the late arrival of this EARTH was a pers�nal loss of a very 
close friend of.mine, who died a couple of months ago. I couldn't obviously manage to 
execute the work on the mag azine • .  And I make no apologies for the fact that I have 
given a page over to the thoughts-and words of someone who may be well-known to many 
of our local readers, Jon Tilleard. I hope that others may bear with me in my lament. 
Aside of that for awhile though. Much has obviously been going on over the months we 
have been away. Stonehenge had its unfortunate troubles again as Solstice occurred. 
Upon our local moorlands around Ilkley however, sixty or so of us collected around a 
megalithic fire in celebration of the occasion without any such troubl·e. 
On the media front all sorts of weird and wonderful things have been taking place (or 
so the papers tell us). There are - if you haven't heard - six hundred Na�i Adolfs 
wandering the streets of Britain! Tie true! And the Russians are to blame! They took 
tissues from the blood-stained rat-torn handerchief of his found in his bunker, and 
from this they've manufactured 600 clones of him! Bloody amazing! I wonder if YUFOS 
(our local Nazi-UFO freaks) have heard about this astonishing revelation? 

But then there's. another, more irritating story - this time on the UFO front - dealing 
with the alleged landing and abduction of a West Yorkshire copper on Ilkley Moor. Not 
a bad sounding case you'll admit. However, the tale is a li ttle more complicated. In 
the first case the report was handed over to a researcher (?) in Lancashire who 
instead of getting in touch with local ufologists to help him with the. case de�ided 
to take it all upon himself. The trouble here was the fact that the Lancashire chap 
took the case entirely upon himself and·haa taken ages over checking the report out in 
a full and satisfactory manner. Indeed, the case first came to light about six months 
ago - and he's still at it! The main tale is this: a man (no name eiven - even to 
the West Yorkshire UFO-nuts) was walking over Ilkley Moor one morning, towards East 
Morton. Cutting up near (by the look qf it) Silver Well, he saw a four-foot tall 
entity ahead 'of him and, beyond that a silver-coloured U}O (at Silver Well? a curiously 
silly link perhaps!). Now, qy a sheer stroke of luck, he happened to have his camera 
and took a picture of the thing. And, from there, the ufological wranglings begin. 
The ufonut who first got the case won't say anything to anyone else about the account. 
("It's mine • • • all mine! I got the case first!" he'll be saying) By the looks of it 
the case is a fake; because as the tale· strung out, more details were slowly added. 
Initially, the witness just saw the entity and UFO. Then, later, he said he'd been 
ab�ted. And, after that, the men in black (made famous by Keel) enter the scene. It 
all looks decidely silly. And the ufologist who got the case in the first place looks 
to be the prime joker in the pack! Whatever happened to good old-fashioned investiga­
tions when everyone helped each other? . Eh? 
Such have been the goings-on over the last few months. There's been plenty more of 
course - some of the sillier bits are mentioned further on in the mag. Happy reading! 

Back-issues of EARTH are still available. Noa.6,7,9 & 10 - get em while you ca.n • • • 
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Castaneda's Worlds - by Ian Blake 

I t  is probably true to s ay th a t  no one has done more to enr i ch the l i t er a t ure o f  
m ind ex pans ion than Carlos Ca s t ane d a . The author o f  several h i ghly accl a i med s t ud i e s  
o f  sh aman i s m  among the Sonoran Ind i an s, he was at the fore fron t o f  the psychedel i c  
movemen t in the la t e  s i x t i e s . S ince then h i s  reputa t i on has �rown s t e a d ily to the 
p o i n t  where he i s  now linked w i th Huxley, Burroughs and Ti mo thy Leary a s  a pioneer of 
inner s pace . 

Ca s t aned a ' s  s p ir i t ual journey a c t u ally be �an in the summer of  1960 when he was 
introd uced to don Juan Hat us, a Yaq u i  Ind i an from the Amer i c an Sou thwe s t .  Al though 
the encoun t er was qu i t e  ca sual i t  w a s  to have far-reach ing i mpl i c a t i on s  for both men . 
Ca s t aneda was at the t i me s tudyin� an thro pology at the Un iver s i ty of Cal i f orn i a . H i s  
s pec i al in t eres t i n  med i c inal plan t s  took h i m  on several f i eld tr i ps t o  th e 
Ar i z ona/Mex i co border, where he hoped · to ga ther in forma t i on from the Ind i ans of the 
reg i on . I t  was during one such tr i p  tha t  he me t don Juan for the f ir s t  t i me . The two 
s tr u c k  up a casual conver s a t i on in a bus s t a t i on a f ter be ing introd uc ed by a mv t ual 
a c q u a in t ance . Ca s t an e d a  no t i ced tha t  d e s pi t e

. 
h i s  advanced year s  the old Ind i an 

c onveyed an impres s i on o f  v i t al i ty and personal ins ight . " I  was  annoyed, " he wro t e  
l a t er, " A t  being seen through b y  tho s e  remarka ble eye s . "  

I t  la t er tran s p ired tha t  don Juan w a s  a "brujo" or sorc erer who alle�edly 
pos s e s sed some k ind of secret knowled g e . As such he wa s g iven a wide ber th by the 
Sonoran Ind i ans among whom h e  lived . Ca s t aneda however, was f a s c ina t ed b y  h i s  
new - f o und acquain t an c e, and v i s i t e d  h i m  o n  numerous occ a s i on s . I n  June .1961 h e  began 
to serve a mag i c al a p pren t i ce sh i p  under don Juan, us in� psy chedel i c  dru � s  ( such a s  
pey o t e, J i mson weed and mushrooms ) to open new cen tre s  o f  v i s i on . Hi s susequen t  
ini t i a t i on i s  descr i bed w i th scrupulous a t t en t i on t o  d e t ail i n  such books a s  "The 
Teachings of Don Juan", "A Separate Real ity" and "Journey to Ixtlan" . 

Read consecut ively, the s e  books cons t i tu t e  ·one of th e mo s t  remarka bl e l i t erary 
odys sey s  of re cen t t i me s . It i s  Ca s t ane d a ' s  involvement w i th h i s  ma t er i al that make s 
i t  all seem so real, so cred i ble and compell in� . Under don Juan ' s  t u t elage, he not  
only studies the techn i q ue s  o f  sha man i s m, b u t  becomes well-ver sed in the ir lore . One 
o f  h i s  f i r s t  tasks en t ails learn ing how to see, or develop oc c ult perce pt ion .  The 
pro c e s s  of  seeing, don Juan e x pla ins, is ind i s pen s i ble to the sorcerer ' s  way of l i f e . 
I t s  e f f e c t  is to pene tra t e  the illus i on of �ro s s  phy s i cal ma t t er and lay bare the 
underly ing real i ty .  As he ac q u ires th i s  cla irvoyan t faculty, Cas t aneda frequen tly 
ent ers wh a t  he descr i be s  as " a  s pec i al s t a t e  of  non-ord inary re al i ty . " There he is 
con fron t ed by all manner of b i zarre ent i t i e s  - a  talkin� coyo t e, a sor cere s s  in the 
shape of  a crow, Me s c al i t o  ( the s p ir i t  o f  the pey o t e  plant), e t c . It i s, of  course, 
pos s i ble to d i s m i s s  many o f  the s e  encoun t er s  are mere dru� - in d uc e d  halluc ina t i on s . 
A f t er all "dru�gy� people are oc c a s i onal! y prone to osy ch i c - ty pe revel at i on s . 
( S i x t i e s  rock s t ar, J i m  Morr i s on, who se chemi cal in take was prod i g i ous, once told a 
re por t er, "A wh ile ago I became aware tha t there were s p ir i t s, other be ings in the 
s pace around me . They have s p ir i t, but they don ' t  man i f e s t  themselve s phy s i c all y .  
They are aware of  u s, b u t  w e  do . no t l i ke t o  think th at they ex i s t . I think th at the y  
envy our l ives . ") Never thele s s, there are man y in t r i g uin� parallels be tween 
Cas t ane d a ' s  e x per i enc e s  and tho se found in For t e an lore . 

A par t i c ularly s i gn i f i can t e p i s od e  is .rel a t e d  in A S e p ar a t e  Reality, when 
Cas t aneda, re turn in� to h i s  car a f t er a so1our·n in the d e s er t, f in d s  three Mex i c an s  
w a i t ing for h i m . The f ir s t  o f  these i s  a dark-h a i red man i n  h i s  la t e  th ir t i e s  
carry ing a bundle o n  h i s  bac k .  The second i s  a younger man, and the th ird a woman in 
h er for t i es, overwe i gh t  and apparen tly very t ired, her f ace covered w i th be a d s  o f  
per s p ira t i on .  The Mex i c ans a s k  Cas t aneda for a r i d e  bac k  in t o  town, b u t  h e  pro t e s t s  
that there i s  n o  room for them i n  h i s car . Never thel e s s, the ir en tre a t i e s  make h i m  
f eel "very s a d  and ill-a t -ea s e . "  Th i s  sensa t i on bu ild s in p i t ch and in t en s i ty, and 
Cas t aneda f inally dr ives away �rom the scene in a pan i c . L a t ei, when he d i s c u s s e s  the 
inc i den t w i th don Juan, he i s t old tha t the thr ee Mexi can s weren' t human be ing s a t  
all, b u t  " those who are n o t  people" ( los q u e  n o  son p,en t e ) .  The y  were f orce s, don 
Juan con t inues, "n� i ther good nor bad, 1ust forces tha t a bru1o le arn s to harne ss . "  
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Don Juan re f e r s  to t h e s e  inex pltc� b l e  f o rce s as t he s o rce r e r ' s  allies . The y  can, 
he says, as sum e  any siz e  or shape as the si t u a tion demand s .  The onl y  way t o  d e t ec t  
t heir p r e s e nce is b y  t h e  proce s s  qs s�eing wi t h  t h e  inn e r  eye . "Re a l  peo p l e  l o o k  like 
l uminous eggs when you see t hem . Non�peo p l e  a l wa ys loo k like peo p l e  • • •  You can n o t  see 
an a l l y . ( The y )  t a ke di f fe r en t forms - d o g s, coyot es, bird s, even t um b lewee d s  or 
a n y t hing e l s e . The on l y  di f f e rence is t h a t  when you see t hem t he y  look l i ke wha t e v e r 
t hey ' re pre t e nding to be ." 

· 

I f  don Juan is to be believed, t he s e  s t range mim e t ic c re a t ur e s, the a l lie s, exis t 
a l l  a round us . In common wi t h  many UFO-re l a t ed p henomena they a r e  a b l e  to mo l d  
t he m s e l v e s  t o  s ui t  t he cu l t ur a l  beJie f s  of t h e  e r a  or milieu in which t he y  a p pe a r . 
Their mo tiv e s  a r e  obscure, but- at t he same time "an y t hing t h e y  do is significan t ." 
Whe n ques tioned a bo u t  t heir functio_I}_ in t he scheme of t hing s don Juan r e p lies, "Tha t ' s  
like as king me wha t men d o  i n  t he wor l d . I re a l l y  d on ' t  know.  W e  a r e  he re, t ha t ' s  
a l l . And t he a l lie s are he re too ; and· m�y be t h e y  have been he re be f or e  us ." 

The a l lies, it s eem s, canno t " t a ke t he l e a d" or exe r t  di r ec t  in f l uences on t he 
a f fai r s  o f  man ki nd . Neve r t he l e s s, con t ac t  wit h  t hem is po t e n tia l l y  dangerous because 
t he y  tend t o  bring out t he wor s t  in huma n  na t u r e . Thei r exis t e nce, if consid e red 
pur e l y  f o r  t h e  sake o f  a r g umen t, sheds new lig h t  o n  a wide range of  con t empora r y  
mys t e rie s - eve r y t hing f rom Big f oo t  and t h e  S u r r e y  Puma t o  a p p e a r e nc e s  o f  t he 
u biqui t ou s  pha n t om hi tc h-hike r .  I t  e x p l ai n s, f o r  ins t a nce, why so many UFOs and thei r 
occupan t s  a p p e a r  to sha re a link wit h  human consciousne s s . Ame rica n  au t h o r  and 
r e s ea rche r, J o hn A .  Kee l, und e r s t a n d s  that t hi s  lin k is ac t ua l l y  a kind of symbio tic 
re l a tio n s hi p . UFOs, he says, are p sychic con s t ruct s :  t ho u g h t  f o rm s  o r  
t ransmogrifica tions o f  ene r g y .  They emana t e  f rom a para l l e l  dimen sion, pe r h a p s  using 
t he power of human emo tion as " f u el" for t heir mani f e s ta tion s .· "In o r d e r to 
ma t e ria lise," he wri t e s  in "Ope r a tion Trojan Horse" ( G .P• P u tnam, 1970 ) " t h e s e  
e n t i tie s seem to require a source o f  e n e r g y - a fi re o r  a livin� t hing - a p la n t ,  a 
t ree, a human medium or con tac t ee ." And again, " • • •  They need to d rain of f ·e n e r g y  f r om 
human pe rci pien t s, or f r om powe r lines and a u tomo bi l e  engine s ." 

Don J uan ma kes a simil a r  di sc l o sure in " The Fire from Within" . Al lie s, he t e l l s  
Ca s taneda, a r e  d rawn t o  s t rong .emo tio n a l  fie l d s . "Anima l  f e a r  i s  wha t a t t rac t s  t hem 
t he mos t; it re l ea s e s  the kind o f  ene rgy t h a t  s ui t s  t hem ." La t e r  in t he same boo k  he 
e x pnads on t hi s  s ta t ement, adding t ha t, "Once an a l l y  ca tches you, you ei t he r  have a 
hea r t  at tac k and die, or you wre s t l e wi t h  i t . Then a f t e r  a mom e n t  of t h ra s hin� a r o un d  
in sham f e r oci t y, t he a l l y ' s  ene r g y  wan e s . The r e  is no t hing a n  a l l y  can do t o  u s ,  o r  
vice versa . W e  a r e  s e pa r a t e d  b y  a n  a b ys s ." 

This "sham f e r ocit y" is an od d f e a t u r e  o f  man y repo r te d  ca s e s  invo l vin� Big f o o t  
a n d  the phan t om b i g  ca t s  o f  F o r t ean lore . Two such ca s e s  are recorded in J e r ome C l a r k  
& L o r e n  Co l eman ' s, "Cr e a tures of t he Ou t er Edge" ( Warne r, 1978 ) .  T h e  fir s t  o f  t h e s e  
a l l e�ed l y  too k p l ace at 8 .30 pm on Ap ri l 10, 1970 . T h e  vic tim, Hike Bus b y  o f  Cai ro, 
I l lino i s, USA, was d riving a l ong t he pe rime t e r  of I l linoi s ' vas t Shawnee Na tiona l Pa r k  
whe n  his engine unaccounta b l y  s t opped . As he go t o u t  o f  t he c a r  t o  inv e s tiga t e, B u s b y  
was . a t tac ked · by a · s t range c r ea tu r e, six f e e t  t a l l� b l a c k  a n d  u p right, wi t h  
"almond-shaped g l o wing eyes ." This f e a rsome· a p pa ri t.ion knoc ked Bus by t o  t he g round 
and procee d e d  to "wre s t l e" wi t h  him .  During t he ens uing s t r u g g l e, 'it in f lict e d  
s u p e r ficial woun d s  on his c he s t, abdomen a n d  l e f t a rm wi t h  i t s . d u l l  two-inch c laws . 
De s pi t e  i t s  u p ri g h t  �ai t t he c r e a t u r e  wa s unmis t a ka b l y c a t - like wit h  s ho r t  wir y  hai r 
and a wet odour . Fo r t u na t e l y, it was f ri � h t ened away by the head lig h t s  o f  an 
a p p roac hing die s e l  t ruck, t hu s  a l l owin g  Bus by t o  regain the sa f e t y  o f  his ca r . It 
s tarted wit ho u t  t ro u b l e, and he d rove awa y f rom t he sce ne a t  hig h  speed . 

The second case quo ted in Crea t ur e s  is l e s s  we l l  doc umen t ed, bui fo l l ows muc h  the 
same pat t e rn . Thi s time t he victim was a wom an, a Hary C rane o f  Ri sin� Sun, Indiana, 
U S A . Like B u s b y  she was R t tacked by a mys t e rious ca t - l ike animal "as big as a 
good- sized ca l f  wi t h  a t ai l  as l ong. as a doo r ." Here again, t he crea t u r e  s eemed 
curious l y  re l uc ta n t  to d o  do any rea l harm ; in s t e a d  con t e n ting itse l f  wi t h  pinnin� 
C ra ne to t he g round and licking he r face . When a rescue party appe a red on t he scene 
it emit ted a "pie rcing s h riek", l e a p t  ove r  a neA r b y  fence and vani s hed, leaving i t s  
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vic tim s haken but physica l l y  unhu r t . 

Why were Hike Busby and H a r y  Crane mawl ed in so ha l f -hear ted a fashion? To wha t  
e nd? F o r  wha t pu r po s e? B y  o r dina r y  s tand a r d s  o f  anima l behaviour such a t t acks seem 
s t range l y  poin t l e s s . They do ho wever, make sense if viewed as "al l y  s t ra t egie s", 
c a r ried ou t in order to ge ne r a te a po we r f u l  emo tional response . It is a lmos t as i f  
t he s e  "c r e a t u r e s" a r e  iner t  wi t ho u t  the e n e r g y  o f  human emo tion a n d  shape l e s s  wi t ho u t  
human ex pec t a tions . 

David Tan s l e y, an a u t h o ri t y  on a l l  fo rms of a l t e rna tive medicines, ha s ex pounded 
a simil a r  vie w .  Hi s book, "Omens of  Awa re ness" ( Nevi l l e  Spea rman, 1977 ), is a 
pen e t r a ting s t udy of the occu l t  sciences . Tan s l e y  sees many c l a s sic UFO encou n t e r s  
( inc l udi ng t he now l a r g e l y-di sc redi t e d  Sco ri t on· Mys t e r y )  as "a l l y scenarios" . H e  a l s o 
a p p lies t he s ame ra tiona l e  to c a s e s  invo lving the so-cal led Hen in B l ac k  ( o r H I B s  a s  
Kee l ca l l ed t hem ), those sini s t e r  agen t s  o f  t e r r o r  who m a d e  thei r fir s t  appea rence on 
t he mod e r n  scene circa 1947 . The H I B  a r e  usual l y  de sc ribed as swa r t hy men wi t h  
Ori e n t a l  o r  vague l y  foreign - l ooking fea t u re s . They are said t o  t hrea t e n  o r  ope n l y 
hara s s  UFO wi t ne s ses, wa rning them to remain si l e n t  aboQ t thei r e x pe rience� oi f ace 
dire con s equences . Thei r t h re a t s, howe v e r, a re s e l dom f u l fi l led . 

"What in t e re s t s  me," Tan s l e y  wri t e s, " I s  t ha t  ( t he H IB s )  fi t like a g l ove i n t o  
t he t h e o r y  o f  the a l lies, which t a k e  t he f o rm e x pec t e d  o f  them ." P reci s e l y ! !  Man y 
l eading UFO r e s e a rche r s  have s pecu la t e d  t ha t  t he H I B  may be crea t u r e s  of fan t a s y, 
p rojections, or deep-sea t e d  f e a r s  on the pa r t  of t he witne s s e s . He r e  we have a 
tai l o r-made explana tio.n o f  how t h e s e  projections may become in te� ra t ed in t o  t he f a b ric 
o f  eve r yday li f e . 

This t he o r y, the Al l y  Hypo t he sis, provid e s  a springboard for e x p l o ring many " hig h 
s t rangene s s" a s pec t s  of t he UFO enigma . Is it, I wonder, too fanci f u l to inc l ude 
und e r  t he same heading such c l a s sic s o f  Fo r t ean lore as t he Ha t t oon Ga s s e r  ca s e, or 
t he famou s  K e l l y-Hopkins vi l l e  siege? I n  t he s e  and coun t l e s s  other instance s we find 
muc h  the same pa t t e rn - a s e ri e s  o f  a s sau l t s  seeming l y  ca rried out f o r  no rea son o t he r  
t han t o  gene r a t e  a rising tide o f  fear and p�ranoia . Oppo r t uni ties t o  d o  se riou s 
physica l harm are ge nera l l y  avoided . The Kelly-Hopkinsvi l le gob l ins for in s t ance, 
were equipped wi t h  l e t ha l - looking claws, but did no t hing more bl ood- t hi r s t y  t han 
s t roke the head o f  one t e r ri fied vic tim . One is irri s ti s tibl y reminded o f  don Juan ' s  
dic t um that, "There i s  no t hing a n  a l l y  can d o  t o  u s  and vice versa . W e  are se para t e d  
b y  an a b ys s ." 

Throughout the Cas taneda books t he r e  are precise pa ra l l e l s  and co rre l a tions wi t h  
t he UFO mys t e r y  and re l a t ed phenomena . The s ame force s appear to b e  at wor k  i n  bo t h  
si t ua tion s .  The same pa t t e r n s  prevail . The same inscrutable motives are invo l ved . 
At one point  for exam ple, don Juan war n s  tha t  the al lies "Are ca p a b l e  of bringing out 
t he wor s t  in a pe rson ." And one need on l y  think of the pe r s o n a li t y  di sorde r s  
a f f ec ting many UFO con tac t e e s  for veri f ica tion o f  this . We a r e  a l so told t h a t  
anima l s, es pecia l l y  d o g s, are a f raid of  the a l lies . This again is a common fea t ur e  
found i n  man.y UFO sighting s .  E v e n  don Juan ' s  spec ula tion t ha t  t he a l l i e s  "may have 
been he re be f o re . us", is echoed in Ke e l ' s  Operation Trojan Horse : " I t  seems proba b l e  
t ha t  t he s e  f o rces have a l wa y s  been e x tan t o n  t his p laf1 e t  , "  h e  says . . .  

I n  view o f  a l l  t his it seem s reasona b l e  t o  as sume tha t  UFO and al l y-re la t e d  
phe nomena may share a common source . They do n o t  emana t e  f rom ou t e r  s pace, n o r  f r om 
ano t he r  dimen sion in the commo n l y  acce p t ed sense of the t e rm . Ins t ead t hey exi s t  a l l 
a ro und us, �oing about t hei r busin e s s  jus t as they have done f o r  cen t u ries - as va s t  
and insc r u t a b l e  a s  Na t u r e  i t s e l f .  Some time s t hey are seen b y  accide n t, a t  o t he r s  by 
de sign when t hey are ca l l ed into being by a complex i n t e r p lay of psychic forc e s . 
Thei r purpo s e  is open to conject u r e, but Cas taneda ' s  don Juan books ce r tain l y  provid e 
numerous avenues f o r  f u r t he r  r e s earch . ( Al bei t, one mus t make al l o wance s for the f ac t  
t ha t  the au t ho r  com pi l e d  many o f  hi s field-no t e s  und e r  the in f l uence of  mind-expandin� 
d ru �s . )  But, I leave t he task o f  ca r r ying out t his research t o  o t he r, more ca pa ble 
hand s  • • • 5 



An Exami�a t ion of Pos s i b l e  Ear t h  Light Phenomena in We s t  Yorkshire , Part 2 

\ ·, Re por t  by Nigel Hortime r , wit h  Notes f rom Paul Benn e t t  

I t  wa s a clear da r k e n i ng, eve n i ng sky o n  t he twil i g ht of  Tue sday, July 19, 1983 . 
Jane Hallam o f  Add i ng ham, Wes t Yo r k s h i re, a nur s e  by pr o f e s s i on, wen t  u ps ta i r s  to have 
a look o u t  o f  he r bedroom w i n d o w  t o  see wha t t he wea t he r  was· l i ke . I t  had looked 
earl i e r  as t hough s t o rm s  m ig h t  be due, b u t  by t h i s  t i me all had pas se d  w i t h  t he sky 
b e i n g  q u i t e  c l ea r . F rom he r bedroom wi nd o w, which faces ea s t, she cou ld see 
Add i ngham Moo r s i d e  to t he sou t h : a lovel y  area which adjo i n s  Il k l ey Moo r and wh ich i s  
cove red wi t h  t housan d s  o f  roc ks, cra g s  and megal i t h ic rema i ns . H e r  hal f-ga z e  wan d e r e d  
t owa rd s t he nea r b y  TV ma s t, an ou t s tand i ng f e a t u r e  w h i c h  s he not iced s t ra i g ht awa y, 
be i ng v e r y  clo s e  to whe r e  s he l i v e d . I t  was here howe v e r  tha t  she ca ught s i g h t  o f  
som e t hi ng pecul ia r . The T V  mas t  appea r e d  t o  b e  be i n g  illum i na t e d  b y  som e t h i n �  
d i r ec tl y  above i t  - and wha t e v e r  i t  was, was o f  such a magn i t ude t ha t  i t  l i t u p  t h e  
immed ia t e l y  sur round i ng t re e t o p s, v i s i bl� cl�a r as i f  i t  we r e  daylight ! 

I t  was some f o r t y  or f if t y  fee t above t he ma s t  t ha t  Jane saw an 
i nc re d i b l e -look i ng o bject just hang i ng t he r e  i t  seemed a t  f i r s t . Wha t  she d e sc r i bed 
a s  "a s l e n d e r  c i gar-shaped" o bjec t  was onl y jus t mov i n �  i n  a s t ra i g h t  l i ne, t o ward s 
t he we s t  of t he mas t, head i ng e v e n t ually in t he d i rec t i o n  o f  S k i p t o n  ove r t he ad1acen t 
moor land s . Jane p r e s umed t ha t  t he o bject wa s made of som� k i n d  o f  me tall ic su bs tance 
which was g i v i ng o f f t h i s  t r emendous gla re t ha t  i n i t iall y drew he r a t t e n t i o n  to i t . 
I t  appea r e d  tha t t he o bj ec t  i t self was em i t t i n g  t he br i g ht ne s s, ra t he r  t han some t h i n g 
be i n g  re f l e c t ed o f f  i t  f r om s om e  o t he r  source . She d e sc r i bed t he o bjec t as be i n g  
a bo u t  t he s i z e  o f  a small M in i -ca r f r om he r f i rs t  o b s e r va t i o n  o f  i t  ( of onl y 400 
ya rds ) .  I t  was ce r t a i nl y  no smalle r t ha n  t ha t, s he sa i d . Howe v e r  the o b j ect loo ked 
d ec idedly t h i n, be i n g  onl y t h r e e  f e e t  wi de, round i ng o f f  t o  abo u t  a f o o t  at eac h end . 
I t s  colou r  was t ha t  of g un-me tal, but s he t ho u g h t  t ha t  t he r e  may have been some b l u i s h  
t in t s  he re and t he r e  on t he obj ec t . Thi s  t oo however, ma y have be en d ue t o  e f f ec t s  
made b y  t h e  i n t e n s e  br i l l i ance o f  t he man i fe s ta t i o n . Jane r e po r t e d  that n o  no i s e  
could b e  hea rd f r om whe r e  she was i n  r e la t i o n  t o  t he s ight, and al t hough she had he r 
bed room wi ndow opened all t h rou g h  t he ev en t, she ne i t he r heard any na t u ral bac k�round 
n o i ses e i t he r  such as t ra f f ic or o t he r  noc t u r nal sound s . In a l l, Jane cla i m s  t o  have 
wa tc hed t h i s  pecu l ia r i t y  f o r  wha t may have bee n  as long as f ive m in u t e s  be f o r e  it 
s im p l y pas se d  o u t  of s ig ht head i ng i n  t he d i rec t i on of Ski p to n . Jane sa i d  t ha t  a t  no 
way through t he s i g h t i n g  d i d  s he no t ice any ma r k i n g s  o r  w indows on t he obj ec t . 

As t h e  objec t was slo wly mov i ng along i t s  t ra j ec t o ry, i t  appea red to be s l o wly 
p icking up s peed all t he t ime, as if  it  had jus t s e t  o f f on i t s  j o urney . All t he way 
t hrough t he event, the UFO ma i n ta i ned a v e r y  low level rela t iv e  to the immed i a t e  
e n v i ronme n t  be�o w .  

Whe n  N i gel e nq u i red a bo u t  any feel i n g  t ha t  Jane may have had d u r i ng t he s i � h t i n �  
s he sa i d, "Tha t i t  seemed as i f  t he t h i ng I was see i ng was no t real. I t  loo ked l i ke 
s om e.t hing o u t  of a sc i - f i  mov i� ! "  Fur t hermore, " I t  'should n ' t  have been able to jus t 
hang · in the sky t he way i t  d i d  so, as i t  wa s n ' t  a bal l oo n . . I' m qu i t e  s u re o f  t ha t . 
And anyway, i t  was made o u t  of some t h i ng t ha t  looked heavv • • •  i t  was �e tall ic ." She 
con t i nued, "I rea l l y  d i d  feel t ran s f i xed whe n I watched i t

·
, a s  if it was ho l d i ng my 

a t t en t i o n . I ' ve neve r seeen any t h ing l i ke it be f o re, and I do know wha t he l ico p t e r s  
and planes l o o k  l i ke, es peci al l y  clo s e  up . I real! y was stunned a t  wha t I saw • • •  " 
The d iag ram o f  t he objec t he r e  ill u s t ra� e s  wha t  Jane wa tched . 

Ni gel Ho r t i me r, inve s t i ga t o r  of the ca s e  i n  ques t io n  he re, no t e d  t he loca l 
env i ronme n ta l  fac t o r s  which may have had po s s i b l e  s ign i f icance to t he cas e  a f t e rwa r d s, 
a l t hough at t he t ime ( co r rect me i f  r:m wrong N i g e l ! )  d i d n ' t  s e e  an ear t h l i � h t  
s ig n i f icance i n t o  t he event . He w r i t e s  t ha t  t he obj ec t  was seen "on the moo r land 
slo pe s . Thi s  ground i s  sca t t e re d  wi t h  s ome rocks, and above t he area to t he sout h is 
t he ove r ha n g i n g  outcrop of roc ks which lead up to t he fla t moo r land pla t eau, which in 
i t s e l f  lead s t o wa r d s S k i p ton, Brad f o r d  and Ke i g hl e y ." He con t i nu e s  to ou t l i n e  f u r t he r  
fac t o r s, o f  cou r s e ; but i t  i s  p r i nc i pa l l y  the i mmed iat e l y  ad j ace n t  r e g i o n  wi t h  which 
we s hou ld be pr i mar i ly co nce rned w i t h  here . 
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N i ge l ' s f i r s t  comment abou t  t he loca l outcrop of roc ks sound s OK . The re are 
i ndeed many thousand s of  the bugg e r s  al l round t he reg i on, and whe re t he TV ma s t  
i t s e l f i s, w e  f i nd t hat a pr i nc i pal geo l og ica l . fault l i ne l i e s  almo s t  undernea t h  i t . 
The d i rec t ion of t rav e l  t he "UFO" took, acco rding to Jane, was we s t e r l y - towards 
S ki p t on . Co i nc i d e n tal l y  ("We ll, of cou r se, i t  can ' t be any t h i ng b u t  co inc i d e n t al l y, 
can i t ! ?" cr i e s  a hal f -wi t u f olog i s t ), the same fault l i ne p;oe s in the i d e n t ica l  
d i r ec t ion ! Loo k i ng a t  i t  o n  t h e  g e olog ica l map o f  the area , we see a s t r i k i ng 
r e la t i ons h i p  be tween the two fac t o r s . But • •  rcons i d e r  that whe r e  the wi t n e s s  saw t he 
objec t  was ac t uall y wrong . Wha t i f  t he object she saw was in fact fu r t he r  back t han 
t he TV mas t  she t hought it was above? Such m i s takes are eas i l y  mad e, and i n  the pas t 
have brought light to even t s  which, prev iously thought mys t e r i ous, have turned out t o  
b e  mundane objec t s . T h e  po s s i b il i t y  canno t be overlooked . B u t  - I haven ' t !  

About a hal f m i l e  fu r t he r  bac k, we reach the r i dge o f  Add i ngham Moor s i d e . 
Sca t t e red wi t h  t hou sand s o f  la rge rocks and bou lders, man y  of t hem cove red wi t h  
numerous old s tone cup and r i ng ca r v i n g s, the objec t may ( a l though i t ' s  doub ted ) have 
been the re . Th i s  couldn' t rea l l y  throw anymo re l i g h t  on wha t  the object was, as the r e  
a r e  n o  road s t he re a n d  f e w  peo p l e  are on the moor s  at that t ime o f  the n i ght . B u t  
( hu r ray hu r ray - by jove wha t a co i nc i d e nce! ), running v i r t ual ly para l le l wi t h  the 
fau l t  l i ne by t he TV ma s t, we f i nd ano t he r  ma i n  f i s s u r e  i n  the Ea rt h .  Th i s  too 
t ravels the same way and e n d s  up s to p p i n g  several m ile s wes twa r d s  just sho r t  o f  
Ski pton . In be tween the t w o  fault l i nes t here a r e  a numbe r o f  s mal l e r  fau l t s, b u t  
each are jus t s h o r t  man i f e s ta t i o n s  o f  the two we ' re here ta l ki ng o f . A s  the map be low 
here sho ws ( di ag ram ba sed on the B r i t i s h  Geological Survey Map, Brad f o r d  69 ( D ), 
l: 50,000 Ser i e s ) , . the co r r ela t i ons are e x t raord i na r i l y  al i ke t he " fl i ght pa t h" taken 
by t he UFO . Nobod y wi t h  a bra i n  could real i s t ically d i s pu t e  i t . Al t hough some 
u f o l og i s t s  m ig h t  l i ke to ! 

And so, wha t have we to say f o r  our s e l ve s; eh? Ano t h e r  ea r t hl i g h t  old bean? 
Ce r ta i nly loo ks l i ke i t ! Anyone care to argue • • •  ? We wi l l  be co n t i nu ing th i s  se r i e s  
o f  probable ea r t hl i g ht man i f e s ta t i o n s  in t he nex t ed i t i on of  EARTH . 

\ 
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�nLink Network - by Phil Hine 
I 

PaganLink is a new v�nture in setting up a contact and support network for Pagans and 
occultists throughou� the' United Kingdom. PaganLink acts to try and link isolated in­
dividuals and groups to each other - to generate new pathways of communication and 
development. The bonding is shared visions and values - PaganLink is not a "cosy 
little club" for just one branch of Pagans or like-minded peoples. We are concerned 
with removing the barriers between people of different beliefs -·attempting to see 
beyond the schism of dogma that isolates people from one another. As individuals, we 
may change our inner landscapes and dream new visions, but to enable these visions to 
take root we need to bond together in new ways - to work together at growth. 
PaganLink is concerned with informing people about what it means to be Pagan (or what­
ever one cares to call themselves) - to provide a rational counter-current of infor­
mation to the diatribe of the gutter-press and a certain member of parliament. 
The Network is organised so that, where possible, all areas have someone who is will­
ing to act as a local coordinator: to organise meetings, events, and help put people 
in contact with each other. Some areas also have Regional coordinators who move info­
rmation around between areas. Anyone who wishes to become involved in the running of 
the Network is very welcome to do so. 

PaganLink also.has three main resource magazines: 
"Moonshine" - £1 each from 498 Bristol Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 6BD. 
"Northern PaganLink News" - Augus_t issue free. Send large, A5 SAE to, NPLN - Box 175, 

5� Call Lane, Leeds LSl 6DT. � f 
"Albion Arise!" - free newsletter wj,th SAE from, 26 Leonard Road, Lozells, Birmingham. 
Ed's Note - PaganLink has been set up for about a year now and around our Yorkshire 
dens a number of "Moota" have been set up, meeting on regular monthly days. One is 
close to being formed in York (if enough feedback and a meeting place can be regularly 
set up), but in Leeds and Bradford we have moats that have been going for several 
months now. In Leeds, on the firet Thursday of every month, at the Griffin Hotel on 
Boar Lane (just round the corner from the train station) is one regular meeting, any­
time after 7.3Qpm. Next Leeds Moats are· on Sept 1, Oct 6, and Nov 3. The Bradford 
Moats are held at the Croesroads Club, Leeds Road, Laisterdyke, on the first Friday 
of every month; the next moats being Sept 2, Oct 7, and Nov 4. I have been to both of 
these small gatherings and the number of folks turning up is slowly increasing. They 
are just like a night out, but the people who turn up there are Pagan and similar­
minded peoples. I encourage as many of you as possible to turn up at these moats. If 
others crop up - as planned - in other Yorkshire areas, I'll let you know. Hope to 
see you there! \ 

The Undiscovered Old Stone Carvin� of Cotting� Woods, Bineley 
More on these cup and ring carvings from 'tlest Yorkshire. I'm sorry if some of you are 
sick of readine about these weird archaeoremnanta, but they of ereat importance to the 
geomantic make-up of this area. The Ancients certainly thought so! Anyhow • • •  

Cottingley is famed for it� faeries. The photos may well have been faked (although 
Elsie says that they still saw the little folk), but people still turn their eyes and 
cameras to this little village, hoping their imaginations manifest something. In the 
expansive woodlands to the west, on the south side of the Aire Valley, Earth Mysteries 
rambler, Susan Stead and her friend, came across a quite amazing rock carving, the 
likes of which are rarely equalled even on the hundreds of ca rved rocks on Ilkley Moor 
immediately to the north. On a rock, measuring ten feet by seven feet, and slightly 
raised some twelve inches on its south side, sloping back into level earth, they came 
across one of the beat-preserved examples of cup and ring atones in Britain • • •  and it 
had never previously been recorded. 
When Susan first showed me the carving, its clarity impressed me almost as much as the 
first time I saw the Swastika Stone (to any locals who haven't seen this stone, I urge 
you to visit it). As an art form, the design is highly evocative. God only knows why 
this is so! The design itself is seemingly untouched by the elements - unlike many of 
the old stone designs on Ilkley and its heathlands. Anyhow,- across the page here you 
can see what it looks like. A few metres south of it on another flat, but small rock , · 
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is the cup-and-two-ring design, illustrated at the bottom left of the page. The inner 
cup of this carving is 13.6cm across, with a gap of 4cm before the first ring is 
touched. This ring is about 2cm across. Then there's the second gap of 4 .5-Scm, with 
the outer ring measuring between 1.5-2cm across. I have not attempted to transpose 
these measurements onto Thorn's Megalithic Inch. The third carving on the bottom right 
appears to have been added to. The two cups may have been originals, but the ring 
seems somewhat recent. Anyhow, make of these what thou wilt! No dowsing or pendulum 
readings have yet been attempted over the principal carving. I would appreciate any 
help that could be given on these lines • • •  
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FORTEAN 3NIPPATS 
From the response a lot of you gave ua· from the last EARI'H (all those years ago!) it 
appears that you liked the short co�lectfon of short tales we offered. And eo, if the 
strange and silly tales continue to c�op.up, we'll run the Snippets in regular issues, 
Hope that you like some of these • • •  

W<l1AN RAPED Fl A FISH - Yea, you've guessed it - an excerpt from the Sunday Sport news­
paper! According to the report the poor woman is now expecting to give birth - to an 
8lb trout! Doctors have apparently said that the developing foetus has got gills at I the back of its ears, two hearts and a pouting mouth! The woman alleged that she was -
abducted and raped by extraterrestrials a few months before-hand. UFO "experts" (ha I 
ha ha!) are now anticipating its birth, More on this I hope! Sunday Sport, 10.4.88. 

WHAT A SHOWER! - Twas July 11, 1988. The rain was pouring out of the sky in Sheffield. 
And so were hoards of tadpoles! Sheffield pensioner, Mrs Alice Dexter, found dozens 
of peculiar tadpole-like thingies swimming around in a rainwater barrel. "They just 
dropped out of the sky in the rain." Aberdeen Press & Journal, 12,7 .ea. 
DIET FbR A PAGAN! - Police in Lihreville, Gabon, recently announced that they'd arres­
ted thirty-five year old witchdoctor, Ntem Mba, for over-eating. Mba confessed that 
he'd eaten six people - two of them were his own childrenl Greedy sod! Presumably he 
is now on a diet! Telegraph & Argue, 27.4.88. 

VOODOO TRIAL AT NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES? - A certain lhvid Clarke (co-editor of the 
Northern Earth Mysteries mag), who is allegedly a defrocked clergyman (most of these 
vicars enjoy ripping frocks off - usually childrens!) and former aide to Liberian Pre­
sident Samuel Doe, sobbed in court recently, after admitting killing two children in 
a voodoo ritual. The retired christian pervert said, "I am sorry, I am feeling too 
bad for the incident." Oh dear, oh dear, the poor chap. He was tried for murder. 
Telegraph & Arffus, 8.4.88, 

ANT]QUE BABY BORN! - A  child was born in Alexandria, Egypt earlier this year, with a 
three-thousand year old necklace made from solid silver, around her ankle! People are 
revering this as proof of reincarnation. The child, Aisha Sabry, is now being looked 
at by stunned scientists. Sunday Sport, n.d. 
CANED FOR MURDERING A CAffi�IBAL - A Zambian villager used hie spear to kill a man who 
had murdered his mother before eating her intestines! He must have been bloody hungry! 
Anyhow, a judge sentenced the man, Rodgers Kaluba, to ten strokes of the cane after 
pleading guilty to avenging his mother's death, The sentence "drew large applause" in 
the crowded courtroom. Telegraph & Argus 20.4.88. 

FRUITY CONCEPTION - Jack Northeast of Frome, Somerset, cooked his wife a bowl of his 
home-m:'l.de rhubarb pie. Wendy, aged 42', .soon after beg;'l.n to get tummy upsets and just 
a few hours later gave birth to a fivr�puond baby she didn't know she was carrying! 
Telegraph & Argue, 4.5.88. 

OLD GIMPS MAKE A RECORD - Jesus Carranza Vega, aged 114, claims that he and his girl­
friend are the world's oldest living couple. Together they live in a tiny hut, without 
either electri'city or water, in northern water. Between them, they have a combined 
age of 247! Jesus Vega'� girlfriend, Paula Martinez de Carranza, is allegedly 133! 
Telegraph & ArffUs, 21.4.88. 

SUPERMITES - Termite mounds are renowned for being remarkable structures, standing 
several feet above the ground and housing thousands of insects. But what is thought 
to be the world's highest termite structure yet found has been discovered in the Aus­
tralian outback. It stands 21 feet tall and is still growing! T&A, 3.5.88. 
AND !t'INALLY • • •  - On Friday, April 22, this year, a Dartmoor farmer shot dead a large 
cat he watched stalking his ducks, When reported to the local vet, Ne.ville Harri3on, 
he identified it as a rare Asian leopard which had never been seen in this1country ;'l.nd 
certainly shouldn't have been over here (it didn't have ;'1. passport!). Animal experts 
are still puzzling over the incident. It was reported to the Hinistry of Agriculture 
because of the fear of rabies, but this was later discounted. This could have been 
the weird feline beast that biologist Nigel Brierley was seeking� wandering around 
with his willy hangi ng out! (see Earth 10, p.l5). Telegraph & Argue, 22.4.88. · 
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••• Just What was the Freak of Grafton Street? 
Twas November, 1837. London's night was to be awakened in one particylar spot by the 
oddest of things. Wearing a theatrical-looking black cloak, look�ng decidely weird 
and, in consequent appearences, springing quite high in. the air, ctearlng high walls 
and other impassable structures, obviously some madcap entity was on the loose! And 
then, in 1873, this time in Sheffield, another odd creature appeared. This time clad 
in a white cloak, bouncing over walls fourteen feet and more, appearing and disappear­
ing with annoying regularity, and "skimming over the ground with supernatural swift­
ness," a similar m�nifestation pestered the locals. (1) Only a few years later, in 
1877, Aldershot, Hampshire, became host to a not dissimilar sprite. This one flew 
over two sentries who fired �t him. Threw out jets of fire and again, vanished! 
Moving into the twentieth century, in 1904 (Crowleians take note ), yet another clo�k­
clad creature was leaping, bounding and vanishing its way around Everton, Liverpool. 
And in all of these instances, nobody was ever found responsible for the spectral 
pranks - as some people ·liked to think they were. 
Springheeled Jack's his name, Today, for many, such a figure ranks only in the land 
of imaginative folklore. Others tend to relate the manifestations to a mischievous 
elemental who skipped in and out of space-time - for V;'l.rious strange reasons. But 
quite obviously such entities were indeed seen. The people who reported these highly 
remarkable entities weren't making their storie� up (there were no cash prizes in 
those days for letting the press know you1d seen a demon or a spaceman- only loony 
bins!). And so, following the tradition of British history, it isn't really too sur­
prising that such a phenome�on raised its head in the old suburbs of Bradford in early 
September, 1926 • • •  

In the early hours of Sunday, September 5, 1926, at approximately 2am, something which, 
the press described as a 'ghost• perturbed locals around the Manchester Road area of 
this smelly old Bradford town. The first press report of the events were as follows: 
"A ghost scare has just been brought to light in Bradford. The ghost who has reported 
to have been lately haunting • • •  the city is apparently no astral ·being however, but a 
fugitive person who stands over six feet • • • and who possesses remarkable sprinting 
power." ( 2 ) Both or these points are characteristic of ;'loll the previously..!mentioned 
entities. The account continues, "A great effort to lay the ghost W;'l.S :nade in the 
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masked man who's filling the ghostly,roie • • •  " Since its first appearence that Sunday 
�orn, it corntinued to show itself every night without fail for a full week following. 

- '�11 state t�t (it's) completely dressed from head to foot in a loose white garment. 
\ This completely envelopes the head and no part of the face is visible. There's two 

--slits for eyes in the white mask. This make-up gives (it) the appearence of a Ku Klux 
-----·--- --· Klansman... The witness ea are unanimous in declaring that the 
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man wanted is at least 6'2". • •  He makes practically no noise 
when running and it's thought he wears black dancing pumps. 
Walter Wheatley, a young man who lives at 12 Fitzgerald Street,· 
stated to a press rep that the first appearence of the masked 
man in Grafton Street was about midnight on Sunday when he was 
seen � some young men. Then early on Tuesday morning he was 
seen in Grafton Street by a young man named James O'Brien. That 
was at 2.3DamL. Fully two hours later a woman who was going to 
work met the white figure. When it approached her she ran 
screaming dowrlthe street and eventually fainted. Fortunately 
her cries awoke some persons • • •  Windows were raised and quite a 
number saw what seemed to be a 'ghost' standing near the fallen 
woman... In the darkness of Wednesday morning another woman, 
while crossing St. James Street, saw the man and got a terrible 
fright. She ran as if for her life and got back,home in safety. 
Having heard all these stories young Wheatley decided to stay 
out of bed yesterday just to see whether he could lay his hands 
on the ghost. 11 ( 3) 
Wheatley and a friend, William Jordan, spent the night looking 
for the figure, and on its regular 2am slot, the fi�re was seen. 
It appeared at the end of Fitzgerald Street and walked straiffht 
up the middle of the road. .H!lon seeing the figure, Jordan sped 
down to the local police station and returned with'a number of 
men. The figure was still in sight very close by, �ut when they 
began chasing the figure it ran off at an exceptional speed. 
Bradford's Daily Telegraph, the same day, gave similar reports, 
and also mentioned t�t the entity had been seen jumping about on 
house rooftops and local ash-tips. (4) 

After the first few days, tens - and on one occasion, hundreds 
of locals joined together to search and capture the strange 
figure, but with no success. 
But people were still seeing the ghostly thing. "A woman who 
resides in Earl Street says she was returning from the theatre 
to her house, when at the • • •  end of Henry Street a tall white 
figure appeared and seemed to "sway backwardS and forwards with 
arms outstretched and then vanished into nothing." A few seconds 
later, according to this eyewitness, the tall figure of a man 
wearing a cap walked hurriedly from the garden of a house. Two 
men who were in the street at the same time both vouched for 
this account, while a girl stated that the tall mysterious man 

______ collided_w_l._· t_� _ _ h _e_ r_� _ h_ e_��-r_r� �d_round the corner of the street." 
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Strangely however, whilst all of this 
was going on, another peculiarity 
raised its head. In both previous 
articles on the Grafton Street Freak 
(5�6) nothing was known or mentioned

' 

about it. 
Sometime around 9-45pm on Monday, 6 
September, just a night after the 
entity had first been seen, many folk 
around west and North Yorkshire saw 
and heard most peculiar celestial 
phenomena. "The reports of vivid 
illuminations of the sky have been 
seen over a wide area • • •  (and) formed 
one of the main subjects of dis­
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cussion in the trains this morning. One gentleman who lives at Baildon was hearn to 
say that at the time mentioned he chanced to be standing at his door when his attention 
w�s attracted by a series of v�vid lights which appeared low down in the eastern 8ky. 
Fl.ve times· in rapid succession the lights flared up." (7) The account later continues 
"Two ladies also claimed to have been startled bY a vivid flash of light about 9.45pm.

' 

They were se�ted in a house high up in one of the suburbs. The room was lit by a pow­
erful electrl.c globe, but the curtain windows (sic) weren't fully drawn. They thought 
that the light was a flash of lightning and waited to hear the noise of thunder, which 
never came." 
In some instances the magnitude of the light was such that it actually woke children 
from their sleep. Varying tales come from all quarters. One, "when a resident � t 
Bolton Villas (Bradford) was gar�ging his car at 9.45, he saw a double flash of light 
green light. It was like lightning, but of a colour he had never seen before." { 8) A 
Mr George Bell of Whitkirk, Leeds, described seeing a faint blue flashing that lasted 
some three seconds. A Mr Wilkinson of Tadcaster saw the same blue flash and he�rd a 
long bang afterwards. In Bramham, the same thing occurred, but windows were shaken in 
numerous homes. In Castleford a bJue sphere was seen by a number of people, coming 
from the south, and it lit the sky so bright that it was like day-time. A copper in 
Leeds also reported the thing. (9) Further press reports tell us the followi�: 
"Vivid illuminations of the sky over an extensive area in East Yorkshire last night 
caused a great deal: of alarm. At Hull, windows-Df houses were rattled. Bridlington, 
York, Pocklington and North Cave reported a similar expeience. Darlington witnessed 
the flash which lasted several seconds. At Beverley there was a noise like �n explo­
sion, • •  and windows were rattled. The whole town w�s lighted by a flash which appeareri 
to come from the direction of Horns ea." ( 10) 
Other reports soon followed. "The phenomenon (w13-s) variously described as a dazzlinff 
greenish glare, a brilliant white light, a dull red glare, a blue light changinff to 
yellow and then to blue again, etc. Near Sheffield, a cyclist, surprised by the sudden 
brilliant illumination of the countryside looked up to see, "a long tail of brilliant 
electric sparks with a ball at its head" which moved swiftly across the sky and dis­
appear." (ll) 
But obviously there was most probably a simple expla.na tion following this celestial 
visitor. Anyhow, one came forth from the Greenwich Observatory and other presid�ng 
astronomical authorities, elucidating the phenomenon as a fireb�ll-meteor of some type 
(12, 13) - which it most probably was! One person however, perhaps the first first 
member of the Yorkshire UFO Society, had another, much oetter idea. Writing to the 
Observatory column in the local press, he told that the fireball was in fact t·.,ro 
German scientists who'd set off to the Hoon in a giant torpedo-like projectile they'd 
built, and had been propelled by a giant cannon and lots and lots of explosives! Grand 
idea! ( 14) 
A relationship between this probable natural extraterrestrial visitor �nd the Grafton 
Street Freak �eems unlikely on the surface, although in the past there have been too 
many seemingly coincidental esoteric manifestations following such sights. In 1980, 

·when an almo�t identical giant meteor skimmed �cross our country, UFO manifest�tions 
quic�ly followed in certain areas. The relationship between our natural 'earthquake 
light • flashes coming it would seem from the ffrOund, and follq·.,ring L'FC flaps, is now 
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really an indisputable one. But perhaps the fireball of 1926 and the following weird 
entity sightings were just a coincide�ce • • •  perhaps • • •  To some , I know, this point may 
be of relevant interest. 1 

In the second and final part of this ar�icle in the nex t issue of EARTH, we examine 
the other reports of this freaky creature and its movements further afield up the �ire 
Valley in West Yorkshire . And perhaps the most interesting is the first-hand account 
of the ' ghost ' from a witness , still alive, who saw the figure all those years ago 
along the cobbled backs of Fitzgerald Street • • •  
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Jolm Tilleard : 19§.4=.!.9.llih \ 
On May 23 , this year, my closest friend and companion died, leaving much sorrow and 
reflection to a great number of us - his parents and close family moreso than any. In 

'the light of his transcendence to worlds new , I am here, in this short space , going to 
try and give reference and great tribute to a wonderful man. 
It ' s very difficult to write about someone when you felt as deeply as I felt (and 
still feel) about someone so close. All I can do is talk about him.· And there ' s  s o  
much t o  tell. He was a phi losopher , a poet, a musician and such a lover o f  this green 
and pleasant Earth. In our many travels to the mountains and moorlands of our country , 
between us and t he elements around such resonance did sing within and without. John, 
like I, and many of us today, understood the way of the sacred with the Earth. His 
spirit wi ll be greatly missed . 

I remember vividly, as children, we used to ' escape ' from our homes long after n�ght­
fall, and wander onto Idle Hill and the small, adj acent moorland, looking for UFOs and 
other strange things . And sometimes we ' d  find them. Sometimes , on reflection , they ' d  
b e  our minds playing a collective trick on each other - but, there were times . � . there 
� times • • •  

As he got older one thing within him that · never eroded was his very placid nature 
towards most other people. John was very quiet, yet he had such a wonderful mind 
under his almost ' hidden' expression. · Amidst this too was a quite ludicrous sense of 
humour - gems of which would spark from God-knows-where inside him. Everyone who knew 
him would echo these sentiments unreservedly. But with him now gone, those who knew 
and Loved him are just left with memories of him. Certainly , almost everywhere I go 
there are images of him , or events that occurred, or touching feelings of sanctity -
none of which can ever be lost. 
His unison now however, with the breath of the Universe , and the Word and worlds of 
Jonathon Livingston Seagull (a good friend of Johns aswell) , have passed him into an­
other form. His consciousness has moved in/onto another Life , as individual and pre­
cious as was his own. I can only give him my utter respect and Love in his new venture 
into Being and hope that, like Jonathon Livingston, "He learns to fly • • •  " • • •  into · 
freedom • • •  And that I ' ll see him one day • • •  

My heartfelt condolence goes to John ' s  parents ; his brother Ian ;  and sister, Jacki. 
ILf. 

�inth Structure on Ilkley Moor - by Matthew A tha 
On Midsummer ' s  Day , 1986 ,  I was retrieving my bike from behind a wall on Ilkley Moor, 
where it had been abandoned the previous night while try ing to find the Twelve 
Apostles atone circle . While walking across rough moorland I stumbled across the 
weird arrangement · of atones illustrated here. I took a photograph ,  realising that 
this might well be a labyrinth of the type one sees carved on the many ring-marked 
atones on the moor. 
This year I decided to do this a little more systematically. The diagram does not 
pretend to be accurate in all details , but the main features are all there . A s  I had 
no tape measure, the dimensions I recorded at roughly nineteen by eighteen paces (MY?) . 
A person standing is j ust visible from the Twelve Apostles three hundred yards to the 
east. The grid reference is SE 12345 1, and it is moa t easily found by starting from 
the large cairn j ust northwest of the Twelve Apostles and then following the track for 
two hundred yards to the south-west. 
It is indeed a labyrinth, possibly contemporary to the adjacent Twelve Apostles, and 
almost certainly to the carved atones . The site is well overgrown w ith heather and 
grasses , which su�gests that if it is a hoax it is not a modern one. Even if the · laby­
rinth is more recent than the circle, it was surely constructed and used by Pagans . 
celebrating the spiral dance. If anybody else knows of this site, or any relevant 
history of the area, can they please get in touch w ith me. 
I was appalled at the damage caused to the Twelve Apostles . Several of the atones had 
been broken and reset with cement. This damage appeared to be deliberate , but was it 
drunken vandals or fundamentalist fanatica? Another atone has been re-erected, presu­
mably by people who meant well, though the site is now ruined for the arc haeologists 
("Oh! What a pity ! "  I hear you chorus ! ) .  More seriously, careless re-arrangement can 
destroy the reaonances in a circle . The stones were originally set very accurately 
for numerological and astronomical purposes . The atmosphere of the site is dead and 
it needs careful nurturing and healing for it to have a chance of recovery. We are 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  all the keepers of thf circles , 
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last decade the stones have bePn 
uprooted more t·han a dozen times 
by peop l e ,  as y�t, unknown . It 
was first d isturbed in the early 
1900s . 
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Weird War Ta les -. by lain N.R. Johnston 
Ghostly Battlefields 

ThroughQut the history of warfare we find various paranorma l ha p penings that at first 
defy a l l  rati ona l exp la nati on. Such is the phenomenon of the ' haunted battlefields'. 
The most recurrent of these bizarre happenings is in England, at the strange area 
known as Sedgemoor. 
In the fateful year of 1685, the Duke of Monmouth, i l legitimate son of Cha rles I I ,  
ra ised a peasant army t o  oust hi s  unc le , James I I. His army consi sted of the hardy 
men of the West Country who, although poorly armed by the s ta nda rds of the day , took 
on what was then one of the most highly tra i ned a rmies in Europe. They c lashed on the 
eve of Jul y  5 that y ea r , in an all-night battle in which the rebels armed with pitch­
forks, staves , pikes and outmoded firearms, and very few cannon and cava l ry support, 
surged against the Roya l ist l ines. In the p itch b lack darkness both armies struggled 
in bloody conflict. But as dawn rose over the debris of the night ' s  sl aughter , it 
found Monmouth in flight of his six thousand supporters - moat of whom had died in 
battle. Any rebels who escaped were hunted down by the infamous Judge Jeffreya , who 
executed two-hundred prisoners and had eight-hundred others transported • • •

. 

The ghosts of those rebels hanged at a p lace cal led Heddon Oak near Crowcombe, have 
reportedly been seen by late-night travel lers - this being the most persi stent of the 
eerie ha p peni ngs that have continual l y  a ppea red since the battle. Peop le have repor­
tedly heard the sound of c lanking c ha i ns and the gasps of dying men at Heddon Oak as­
wel l .  Sedgemoor itsel f  is sti l l  haunted by the fa l len ghostly men mounted on white 
horses who have been seen . Engaging ragged cannon-fire has been heard and the battle 
c ry ,  "come over and fight." The ghost of Judge Jeffreys has a lso been seen at Lydford 
and at Lyme Reg is. Monmouth himself was captured and executed at either Horton in 
Dorset, or Ringwood in the New Forest, but so far his ghost has yet to be seen anywhere. 
In the New World we have an a bundance of haunted battlegrounds from the campaigns of 
the Spani sh� through the War of Independance, the War of 1812, the wars a&ainat Mexico, 

·the Civ i l  War and the most atrocious actions against the Amerindian nations. Most 
c iv i l  war battlefields are now tourist attracti ons and nationa l  monuments in whi c h  
arti llery pieces sti l l  stand now si l ent. One of the beat-known for eerie go ings-on is 
in the state of Tennessee, at a p lace on the Tennessee River c a l l ed Shi l o  - named 
after the l ittle wooden church that stood there, and known to southerners as Pittaburg 
La nding. 
In Apri l ,  186 1 ,  the war was j ust a year old. Federa l forces threatened Corinth, an 
important Confederate ra i l  centre. Strong yankee forces were camped around Shi lo. 
And al though ski rmishi ng had gone on for severa l  days , the Federa ls did not expect an 
attack. On Sunday, Apri l 6, j ust before dawn at about 5am, a massive .fu l l-scale in­
fantry· and cava l ry assault struck the Federals. It was the Confederate Army of the 
Mississi ppi . Forty thousand strong under A.S. Johnston ( no rel ation - · I hope! ) .  This 
started off a two-day battle in whi ch over . a hundred thousand men were i nvolved . ay 
its end , twenty-three thousand men had been ki l led - incl uding General Johnston. Both 
a i des c laimed victory. Today , the field at Shi loh exhibits a strange and simi lar at­
mosphere as Sedgemoor. Phantom cannonades and musketry are heard; the sounds nf horses 
and men in morta l agony ; the c lash of bayonet and sa oer; and the wi ld rebel yel l ,  that 
descendant of :the Ce ltic war cry. Spectres of sol d i �r<J in blu e, grey and butternut 
have been g l impsed advanc i ng through the trees. Are they the earthbound spirits of 
the dead doomed to enact these violent acti ons throughout eternity - or is there a 
more mundane solution • • •  ? 
World War I I  a lso has its share of spectres. On June 6 ,  194 4 ,  the a l l i ed armies 
struck at Hi l lers Fortress , Europe. In the largest combi ned operation to that date, 
they launched themselves ac ross the Channel at the supposed impenetrable iron coast. 
•roday , one can sti l l  stand on the cl iffs and hear the sounds of guns. 
One pecul iar story from World War II was relayed to me by an RAF corpora l who ha d  
served i n  Singapore in the 1950s. It concerned the s i nister Japanese pri s on camp at 
Chang i .  After the fal l o f  Ma laya i n' 194 2 ,  a l l ied pri soners were kept in what was 
known as ' the Cage ' at Changi on Singapore island. Japanese guards had beaten an 
Austrn. l i an soldier so badly that he died in great pain. But before he died he crawled 
i nto a cel l pa inti ng a cross in hie own blood on the wa l l ,  cursing hie tormentors ' 1 6  

before he died. Despite efforts to remove the bloody c ross, it is appa rentl y  sti l l  
there t o  thi s  day. A i r  force dogs wouldn ' t  enter the ce l l  and would turn bac� howl i ng ,  
proving that even prison camps can have thei r ghosts. Such uneasy atmospheres have 
been mentioned by vi sitors to the Naz i death-camps l ike Buchenwa ld, Treb l i nxa ,  Belsen 
a nd A uschwitz. Also in Katyn Wood - scene of the famous massacre , in whi ch' Pol ish 
offi cers were shot � the Russi an MKVD. 
I think that it ' s safe to say that such events may leave such an aura 11.bout the p lace 
that may affect sensiti ve peop le to an extent that it leaves and everl11sting impression 
on them - simi lar to the feeling one gets in some bui ldings. Pain and fear are very 
strong emotions and a horde of peop le may broadcast en maese - particularly in a wR.r­
time ei t��tion - a kind of strong psyc hi c fi eld whi ch bec ome �� rt of the pa ra norma l 
landA ca pe of a p lace that can persist down through the ages . ( Thi s fie ld of thought 
is currently ac cepted as being the most l ikely working idea as to the nature of ghosts 
and similar phenomena. The notion is most effective l y  propounded in the volumi nous 
works of the late great Thomas Lethbridge whi ch, I must say, are utter necessities in 
everybody ' s  reading l i sts. Ed) 
The Haunters o f  the Heights 

' The sk ies duri ng wartime have more than their fai r  share of stra nge ha ppenings. 
Ghostly fli ers and other such anoma l ies are on record and thi s has crea t ed a sma l l ,  
but new mythology - the folklore of fl ight. Among the strangest o f  these i s  the spec­
tral case of the >Vorld War I p i lot who , after hi s death , took part in worl d \,{ar I I! 
It was in the war-torn days of 194 1 ,  with the Battle of Brita in over, that he made hi s 
first spectral appearance. A spitf i re p i lot on a lone patrol over the desolate Scot­
tish coast spotted an unidentified bi -p lane flying in the di stance. As both sides 
sti l l  had two winged aircraft in service, and as such aircraft were used as landing 
agents, he put on extra speed and chased after the unknown machine. To hi s �etonish­
ment the old p lane kept far ahead of him. The top speed of a i rc ra ft in World 'fiar I I ,  
i n  its early years , was about 350mph. At this speed the spitfire pi lot was sti l l  un­
able to gain on his quarry. 

I 

Later in the mesa when he rec ounted his strange experience, instead of the expected 
raised eyebrows, he found that hi s adventure was not unusua l. The ghost plane had 
been encountered by most fl i ers in hi s sq uadron and by other sq uadrons operating in 
the area. The bi-plane had on severa l ocasei ons warned of many enemy attacks , am­
bushes and a i r-rai ds - and had, by i ts a ppearance, saved many R� F and c i v i l ian lives. 
The mystery might never have been solved had not another patro l l i n� p i l ot seen whAt 
a ppeared to be a snow-covered aircraft in a wi l d ,  lonely, l ittle-freq uented va lley. 
The air officer commanding of the area , suspecti ng a downed enemy mach ine , sent out a 
heavi ly-armed and wel l- eq u i pped search party. It took the party seve ra l  days trek in 
the depths of winter to reach the spot on foot ( wheeled vehi c les could in no w� y be 
used i n  such terrain and he l i c opters hadn ' t oeen i nvented yet ! ) .  Reaching the ring of 
hi l ls that surrounded the snowbound val ley, the fl ight seargent in charge of the group 
scanned the distant · obj ect through his binoculars and �runted in surprise. The object 
was indeed a bi -plane - a World War I Sopwith Came l fighter! 
As they drew closer, they could see the craft was in an amazing state of preservation. 
Ita identity numerals were sti l l  di scernible. It was a Royal Navy A i r  Servi ce ma c hine 
and the pi lot was sti l l  in the c raft. Sitting at the controls was th.e whi tened ske le­
ton, wearing the shreds of a nava l uniform. Frosted goggles sti l l  c overed emp ty, eye 
sockets, and an o ld-type leather flyi ng helmet sat atop a bony sku l l. Investi!Sclti on 
of the ghost machine proved that it was i ndeed a lost R!�A S mac hine , whi c h had indeed 
vanished on patrol in 19 17! The bi-p lane had landed through a fue l blockR�e which 
could have been repaired � the pi lot himsel f. Unfortuane t ly however, he had i nj ured 
himself on landing , breaking both legs, leav i ng him he l pl ess in the cockp it. On touch­
down the wheels had caug ht in a hi dden ri ft, causing the a cc i dent. Havi ng no r:.td i o  
h e  couldn ' t  ca l l  for hel p  and thus h e  eventua l ly died through starva tion. 
Soon after, a funeral service commenced and the spectra l fl ights ceased. Hi s extra 
twenty-four years of servi ce for the RAF was over. 
Another ghost p i lot of whi c h  I have had persona l ex perienc e ,  .... as of 'tlorld War I I  
origin. In the summer of 19 62 I was stationed at RAF �idd leton-S t, -Geor�e , near 
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'� ' ( 
:tQrlington ,  in the picturesque village of Dinsda.le .  The air  field had been an RAF 

bomber base in the s econd world war. On arriva l I met an A yrshi re man wi th whom I ' d  

done basic training, cal led Barclay Orr. I t  was he who first mention ed the gho s t .  

When the aerial offensive ha d  been a t  i ts height and after one particularly ba d  raid 

when machines came l imping back,  a badly shot-up bomber - mos t of whos e crew had ba i l ed 

out - made a crash-landing on the airfield .  The pi lo t however ,  beli eving t ha t  his nav­

iga tor was s t i l l  on the burning p lane ,  wen t  back in to t ry and find him and subseq uen t­

ly di ed in the f lames . Since then his a ppari ti on has walked the bas e at  nir,ht , s t i l l . 

clad in flying gear and addressing vari ous people,  saying,  "Have you seen my navie;a tor? " ­

Pol tergies t  phenomena have a lso become manifest ,  such a s  doors opening of thei r own 

accord,  obj ects being moved around by invisible  somethine;-or-others , etc . One of the 

more int eres ting aspects is the empty packets of Gold Flake c igare ttes ( a  common brand 

in the 1940s) being left around , with some of the cigarettes thems elves being stubbed 

out in ashtrays . 

An RAF regimen t  tender driver was very badly shaken whi l e  driving a tender across the 

deserted airfield la te at night , when a formless , gigantic  black shape ros e  up in 

front of his vehic le .  My own sighting of the ghos t was on a wint er ' s  evening when I 

was a lone on duty in the airmen ' s mess .  I heard the door at the rear of the bui lding 

open and shu t .  Thinking i t  was the duty guard , I ignored i t .  Then I heard wha t app­

eared to be heavy dragging foots teps and raucous coughing. I went to the window , 

looked out ,  and observed a lanky figure, walking in a crouch. The l ights of  a car 

from a nearby road suddenly l i t  up the figure . I am sure I then saw a figure i n  a 

l eather f lying sui t with o ld-style oxygen mask hanging loose in front , and heavy flying 

boots , walking in an erratic  dazed fashion.  I glimps ed officer ' s  bars on hi s shoulders 

and opening the window, cal l ed out ,  "Are you alright sir?"  The head on the figure 

then turn ed ,  but I saw no face .  I did see a l ea ther helmet and goggles , · and hen rd a 

voice with a di s tinc t Canadian accent ( the pilot who died w�s a Canadian) say wearily,  

"Have you s een my naviga tor, Jock? " The figure then went round the side of the nearby 

NAAFI building and was lost from sight . 

First of a l l  I suspected a hoax, bu t as I never menti oned it and nobody ever asked me 

if I had seen any thing I real ised, dis turbingly,  that I had encount ered the s ta tion ' s  

resident ghost . The airfield i s  now a c �vivlian one.  On e  wonders i f  the ghos t s t i l l  

walks there , o n  his end less q ues t for his navigator. Mos t  of the now des erted 'N'orl.d 

War II a irfields appear to be haun ted by some curious spectre. One has onl y  to wa lk 

round such a place to get a feel i ng  that one has s tepped through time and can feel 

ghos tly presenc es • • •  

CROSSWORD SOLUTION FOR EARTH 10 - Wel l ,  how ' d  y ' do? Before you try this new one, here 

be the answers for the las t one. 
· 

ANSWERS ACROSS - 3 .  Banshee . 9 .  Gardner. 10 . Ols en. 1 1 .  Nirvana. 12 .  Astarte.  

13 .  Urisk.  14 . Osiris . 15. Mind. 17 . Tri ton. 19 . ESP.  21 .  Az . 22 .  Nut .  

24.  Wai toreke .  25 . I tzhak. 27.  Liban. 28. Ether. 3 1 .  Occul t .  32 . Seth. 

33.  MIB.  36 . Om. 38 . As trology. 40. Rat i .  42 . A in .  4 3 . Ra .  44 . Sheldrake 

45 . Mathers .  
ANSWERS DOWN - 1.  Yamski .  2 .  Edwards . 3 .  Bentov.  4 .  Ari es .  5 .  Savory . 

6 .  Ernest Eitel . 7. Ul traterres tria l .  8. Zeus .  15 . Manipogo .  1 6 .  Ne tzach. 

18. Nike. 20 . Phal lu s .  21. A l .  2 3. UT. 24 . Wandil . 26. Kit .  29 . Re. 

30 . Theia. 33. I1oss . . 34 . Bowen. 35 . Wyrd. 37 . Maya . 38 . Ankh. 39 . Thor . 

4 1. Tree. 
Hope you did OK with it • • •  now good luck in fil ling this new one in • •  : 

BOOKWA��S - A lthough I no longer sell  books on a large basis as before , i f  there are 

any readers who are aft er particular works on any of  the numerous esoteri c su bj ects , 

l emme know as I ' m  s tart ing a " booksearch" for t hose works you might have been after 

for years • • •  and i t ' s  already been q uite  succ essful . Send me just  the authors & t i t l es .  

And • •  , whi l e  I ' m a t  i t  • • •  you r  edi tor wan ts John '.Voodroofe ' s  "The Serpent Power" , and any 

back-issues of The Ley HW1t er magazine , pre-No.  73 .  Help! t'h; ; ,  J U..."' 1<.�'\ 'J o.lcc' - ....::. f\>-1({.1)� 

NUCLEAR MYS'fERY TEMPLE DRONES - Remarkable  and beautifu l higher Eno consc iousness mus­

ic from the mind and ins trumen ts of Daevid A l l en ( ex-Gong member ) . Utterly bri l l iant 

s tuff . For more info, wri t e ,  Rob Ayling, 15 Malvern Rd, Dewsbury WF12 7JX , W .  Yorks . 
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CLUES A CROSS - 2 .  practi tioner of alchemy . 10 . 29  Acros s ,  near the r-:oray Firth, 

13. famous hi l l  figure.  14 . Glaston bury ' s  got one .  15 . one of Targ & Puthoff ' s  

remote viewers . 1 6 .  Indian Goddess o f  time and destruct i on .  17 . famous 

chambered tomb in Mea th, Ire land.  18. Babylonian Sun God . 19 . �ary Baker who? • • •  

christian sc ientis t .  20 . Ti t l e  of Artemis ,  as Goddess of the Fi r tree . 

23 .  Etruscan Mo ther Goddess . 25 . respec ted modern occul tist  of Austra lian ori gin . 

26 . Egyp tian good luck symbo l .  27 . Anci ent mound of the Creek Ind ians , Geo rgia . 

29 .  Mega l ithic s tone piles .  3 1 .  Crowley ' s  ma terfu l exc erpts from the ' EQ uinox ' .  

32. Fays ,  33 .  �1agog ' s partner. 35 . Hindu Goddess of s exua l passion .  

37 . Hofmann ' s  magica l su bs tanc e .  4 1 .  a discipl e of Ti betan gurus . 4 3 . fire 

elementa l .  45 . Irish Goddess of war.  46 .  Argenteum Astrum. 48. the Way of tne 

univers e .  50 . speaking in tongues . 52 . the  Grea t Pyramid . 

CLUES DOWN - 1. Papus . 2 .  famous compu ter-c lock of 65 BC . 3 .  astrologica l sign . 

4 .  Tarot reader. 5 .  Hardback Book ( initials ) . 6 .  Hi tler ' s  as trologer. 

7 .  Lydian fertili ty Goddess .  8. the " I" in the formula IAO. 9 . "Perhaps the mo s t  

horri ble of all  recorded magica l spe l ls . " 10 . prominent Bri tish mega l i thic s i te .  

11.  the a l l-pervading occul t/spiritual ether. 12.  Gaelic  elemen ta l Goddess . 

21 .  heavenly cons t el lation .  22 . authori ty on the subtle body,  24 . Engl ish wa t er 

el ementals . 28. Fa:rth Mys teries . 30 . Yoga pos ture , 34 . modern ' hi p '  occu l t i s t . 

36.  Hindu Goddess of daW'Tl , . 38. " the home of qh�ronzon " ,  says Crowl ey .  '39 . Keel ' s 

"Mys teries of the Orient" . 40.  the legendary Bri tish hunter .  4 2 .  the rrap.:i cian ' s  

work tabl e. 44 .  Greek Goddess of night . 47 .  the Meliae were nymphs of this tree .  

49 . Theosophis t  George Russel l .  5 1 .  f1antra . 
19 



Le aves f �om a Wi ccan ' s  Garden 

La s t  t i me round , l o o k i ng �t l' � f . a l l  t h i n � s  
p r o pe r t i e s  o f  g r a s s e s , r e e d s  a n d  sedge s , 1 comme n t e d  
f o l k t a l e s  a n d  l e � e n d s  re l a t i n� to s u c h  f lo r a . Of 
Very soon a f t e r  t he work had gone t o  p r e s s , pages 
r e l a t i n g  t o  t hem came ou t o f  olde tome s . 

t he med i c i n a l  and pe c u l i a r  
br i e f l y  t h a t  t h e re a r e  v e r y  f e w  

c o u r s e  I w a s  comple t e l y  wrong ! 
o f  app l i ca b l e  t a l e s  and l o r e  

T h e  rema r ka b l e  t h i n g  about our Liv i ng P l ane t i s  t he mass o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  
roman t i c l o r e  wh i c h  cove rs i t . Eve r y t h i n g - i n d e e d  d o wn  to t he mo s s e s  a n d  l i c he n s  
t ha t  cove r our t re e s , s to ne s , an i ma l s  and man-mad e s t ru c t u re s , appe a r s  to have 
s pe c i f i c  s u p e rn a t u ra l  qua l i t i e s  abou t i t . But the f a s c i na t ion whi c h  i s  now be i n g  
gene r a t ed a t  a t i me when e co-bas e d  s u b t l e t ie s  a r e  be i n g  real i s e d  b y  t he mas s e s  as a n  
a bs o l u t e  p r i o r i t y  to the we l l -b e i ng o f  us a l l , o f  cou r s e  makes exce l l e n t  g r ound i n g  f o r  
t he rec re a t i o n  o f  t he h ig he r  r e l i g i o u s  and Pagan-based idea l s . A l l o f  t h i s  i s  
h a p pe n i ng . The i n c r e a s i ng numbe r s  o f  peop l e  i nq u i r i n g  a n d  e n t e r i ng i n t o  
a l t erna t he r a p i e s  f o r  m ind a n d  bod y ( in B r i t a i n  a lone ) i s  probab l y p re s s i ng t h e  t e n  
m i l l i on ma r k .  Chr i s t i an i t y  i s  wor r i e d  o f  c o u r s e  - b u t  t hen i t  on l y  h a s  i t se l f  t o  
b l a me . Or , er • • •  so r r y  • • •  c o u l d  i t  a l l be t he er • • •  wos s i s n a me • • •  the Dev i l ' s f au l t ?  I t  
c o u l d  b e  I suppose - whoev e r  he m i g h t  be ! 

But  • • •  I ' m  wa f f l i ng !  Onto mo r e  pe r t i ne n t  mat t e r s . Prev ious l y  we ' ve looke d  ove r  
s ome o f  o u r  au t umn t ree s ; t h e  mul t i p l e  h e r b a l  p r o pe r t i e s  o f  the muc h-mal i gned 
d ande l i on ;  and t he pec u l i a r  s ide t o  o u r  commo n , ye t ove r lo o ke d  g r a s s e s . Th i s  mon t h ' s 
" le a f "  f r om an o l d , bu t beau t i f u l  garde n , wi l l  l e t  t he brea t h  of t he w i n d  rus t le up 
t he s t o r i e s  o f  our l ove l y  and r e s pe c t ed t ree , Be tu l a  verrucosa , o r  B. pendula , t he 
S i lv e r  B i rc h . There i s  muc h to be w r i t t e n  • • •  

The wor d  i t s e l f , B i r c h ; i s  a v e r y  a n c i e n t  one , proba b l y  be i ng de r i ve d  f rom t he 
Sans c r i t "bhurga" , mea n i n g  "a t r e e  who s e  ba r k  i s  used f o r  wri t i ng upon . "  I t  wa s the 
p a p e r  o f  t he books used by Numa Pom p i l i u s , w r i t t e n  sev e r a l  cen t u r i e s  be f o r e  t he b i r t h  
o f  Chr i s t  • • •  and , n o  doubt , b y  many o t he r s  s i n c e ! The sybi l l ine l e av e s  bought b y  
T a r q u i n  w e r e  a l so o f  i t s  ba r k . 

But i t s  f o l k l o r e  is q u i t e  e x t e n s i v e . B i r c h  wa s one of the p r i n c i pa l  woo d s  t ha t  
w i t c he s  made t he i r  broom s t i c ks f rom t o  f l y  a round t he s k i e s . Obv ious l y  t h i s  i sn ' t  
l i t e r al l y  t rue , b u t  p r o ba b l y  d e r i ve s  f rom t he f a c t  t h a t  our o l d  f u n� i . Aman i ta 
musca r i a , or t he Fl y Aga r i c , i s  pr i nc i pa l l y  found on the ground i mmed i a t e l y  ad 1 a c e n t  
t o  s i l v e r  b i rches . And , f rom t h i s  s a c r e d  f ungus , m a n y  e x t raor d i n a r y  eve n t s  a r e  
a t t r i bu t e d . F l ying ( or a s t ra l  t rave l l i n g ) be i ng o n e  s u c h  ma j o r  qua l i t y .  T h e  b i r c h  
w a s  a l s o , i n  man y areas , one o f  t he nume rous o t he r  p l a n t s  t ha t  was s a i d  t o  " av e r t  the 
ev i l  eye , "  a l t hou�h c h r i s t i ans pu t t h a t  t ag a l on g  wi t h  hund r e d s  o f  things ( as poo r  old  
Co unt  Orae himse l f  has found ! ) .  So whi l s t  on t he one hand be i ng a t r e e  o f  impo r t an c e  
f or wiccans , i t  was , say o t h e r s , a coun t e r  t o  t he i nf l uences t h a t  s u c h  fo l ks co u l d  
exe r t . I n  part i cu l a r , o n  t he e v e  o f  t he Mid s umme r So l s t i c e  i t  was t ho u g ht l u c ky t o  
h a n g  b i r c h  boughs over the doo r s  o f  hou s e s  and , i n  Scot l and , over s i g�pos t s . 

Hea t he r  Bl a m i r e s  o f  t he C l a n  Da l r iad a , Ar r a n , te l l s  t h a t  i t  is the t ree of t he 
beg i n n i ng and t ha t  i t s  day i s  Sund ay . I t  i s  of cour s e , sacred to Pag a n  Ce l t s aswe l l 
as numerous ot her Ea r t h  r e l i g i on s , who be l i eve i t  to ho l d  powe r s  o f  re newa l and 
pur i f i c a t i o n . The i r  twi g s  are u s e d  to d r i v e  o u t  t he s p i r i t  of  t he old ye a r ; the o l d  
t e r m , " b i r c h i n g "  be i n g  famous f o r  t he ex pu l s i on o f  ev i l  f o r m s  o f  man y  g u i s e s . I n  
W a l e s , t he Haypo l e  wa s mo r e  l i ke l y  to b e  a b i r ch t ha n  any o t h e r  t re e , a n d  h e r e  i t  wa s 
a ls o  a g r e a t  symbo l , i mage and propr i e t e r  o f  Love . Hea t he r  a l so wro t e  t ha t  t he f i r s t  
Ogham i n s c r i pt i o n  was w r i t t en o n  a p i e c e  o f  b i r c h . 

As a t ree of Venus , one pecu l i a r i ty o f  t he b i r c h  is in a "wedd i ng" c u s tom • Fo r a 
cou p l e  to j ump over a be s om , or broom s t i c k  made f rom the wood he l d  aga i n s t t he doorway 
o f  t he i r  house was , no t too long ago , c o n s i d e red t a n t amo u n t' t o  be i n g  - leg a l l y  mar r i e d . 
Obv ious l y  t he chu r c h  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  s u c h  howev e r ! In areas le f t  un touched by 
c hr i s t i a n  i n f l ue nc e s , pr i ma r i l y  the Ce l t i c l a nd s ,  if  t he be som was l a id across t he 
doorway of t he newl y-wed ' s  home and an uma r r i ed g i r l  i nadve r t an t l y  wa l ke d  over i t , o r  2..0 

even some b i r c h  b r a n c he s , twou l d s t  be a sure t h i ng t h a t  s he ' d be a mo t he r  be f ore be i ng 
wed . 

Some t i me s  branche s wer e  hung over doo rwa y s  as a pro t ec t io n  agai n s t  wi t c he s  on 
t he i r  t rave l s  and deed s . On o t h e r  occ a s ions they wou l d  s i mp l y  be used as ma ypo l e s . 
I nd e ed , as l a t e  as 1934 , a f am i l y  in He re f o rd s h i re put a b i r c h  maypo l e  ahead of the i r  
d o o r  t o  guard t hemse l ve s  ag a i n s t  w i c can i n f l uence s . 

B i r c h  is grea t l y  a s s oc i a ted w i t h  Bel tane . F r a z e r  r e po r t e d  in h i s  enc yc lopaed i c , 
a l t hough ted i o u s  wor k , t ha t  on the sac red ev� in some reg i on s  of Swed e n , l ad s  col l e c t  
b i r c h  twi g s  who l l 1  o r  pa r t l y  i n  l e a f  and , wi t h  t he vi l l age f i dd l e r  a t  t h e  front d a n c e  
a ro und t he commun i t y wi t h  M a y  song s ,  pray i ng f o r  f ine wea t he r , g o o d  harve s t s  and 
s p i r i t u a l bl e s s in g s  f rom t he E a r t h . In the Sov i e t  Un i o n , Rus s i a n  v i l l a ge rs wou ld 
wan d e r  i n t o  the wood l and t o  dress a sma l l  birch i n  wome n ' s  c l o t he s  t he f i r s t  Thu r s d a y  
b e f o re eve ry Whi t sunday . A f t e r  t h a t  comes a f e a s t  f o l lowed by ca r r y i ng t he sma l l  t ree 
home t o  the i r  v i l l ag.e whe re t h e y  wou ld dance and s i ng and honour it  as a gue s t  un t i l  
t he Wh i t sund a y . Then t he y  wou ld t a ke i t , s t i l l  c l o t hed , t o  the s t reams and f l ing he r 
in as a symbol of re p le n i s hme n t , hope for t he ra i n s  and , no d o u b t , as a ge s t ure of 
t hanks to t he E a r t h .  

Fae r i e  f o l k obv i o u s l y  has conn e c t i o n s  wi t h  t he beau t i f u l  and e l e gant t re e ; 
a l t hough ch r i s t i an my t ho l o g y  g i v e s  i t  l i t t l e grand e u r e  s i nce i t  was t he rod s t h a t  
Chr i s t  wa s be a t en wi t h  and , s i nce t he n , has bee n  cove red wi t h  s hame . But t he Rus s i an s  
s t i l l  be l i ev e  t he t ree a symbol o f  he a l t h , because i t s  " w i n e "  o r  s a p , i s  a " c u r e "  f o r  
con s umpt ion ; i t s  o i l a l u b r i c an t ; i t s  ba r k  a torc h , and i t  i s  a l so a c l e a n s e r . 

Twas in t he t o p  b,ranches of the bi r c h  t h a t  a v i s i on o f  t h e  V i n � i n  ( or a 
man i f e s t a t ion of the �a r t h  Godd e s s , dependant upon your cu l t u r a l  a c c e p t ance ) sho wed 
He r se l f  t o  t he f a i t h f u l  o f  Bui an , wh i c h , accord i ng to S k i n ne r , was " a  d i sc losure t ha t  
f o l k l o re a s s o c i a t e s  wi t h  t ha t  o f  t he W i l d  Woman o f  t he Wood , who s ho wed he rse l f  t o  a 
German shepherde s s , a s k i ng he r to s to p  he r s p i nn i n g , and dance . The she phe r d e s s , 
d a z z led by t he s h i n i n g  whi t e  o f  t h e  s t range r ' s  r a i me nt , and ad m i r i n g  t he bea u t y  wh i c h 
i s  he i g h t ened by a c r o wn of wi l d  f lo we r s , compl i e s , and the t w a i n  dance toge t hP r  
g le e f u l l y  f o r  t h ree days , t he W i l d  Woman s t e p p i ng so l i g ht l y  t h a t  she does not be nd 
t he g r a s s . Then she f i l l s t he g i r l ' s  pocke t s  wi t h  b i r c h  l e a v e s  t h a t  t u rn to go ld a s  
s oon as s h e  has reac hed home . ' '  A t a l e  whi ch , i f  ec hoed und e r  t he c l i ma t e  of  the l a t e  
t we n t i e t h  ce n t u r y , wou ld undo u b t ed l y  man i f e s t  i t se l f  to t he med i a  a n d  t he s tuden t s  o f  
t he subj e c t , as a U FO-en t i ty c a s e . H o w  t h ing s change • • •  

Co l e r i d g e , the wri te r  and poe t , speaks s i m i l a r l y  of  t he s i l v e r  b i r c h , but cal l i n g  
h e r  the " La d y  o f  t he Wood s " . I n  Rus s i a  howeve r ,  the ge n i u s  o f  t he for e s t  i s  
cons ide red to be ma s c u l i n e  i n  na t u r e  a n d  i s  invoked . T h i s  i s  d o n e  b y  c u t t i ng down t he 
young branches of the . bi rch , p l a c i n g  them in a c i rc l e  po i n t i ng t o  t he mid d l e , t he n  
s ta n d i ng in t he i n c l os u r e  a n d  ca l l i n g  t he d i v i n i t y  i n t o  be i ng . U p o n  mani f e s t ing , he 
is r e s pec t f u l l y  a s ke d  to s i t upon a t ree s tump f a c i n g  e a s t wa r d s .  H i s  hand is t hen 
k i s sed and he i s  i m p lo red t o  g r a n t nume rous wi s he s , wh i c h  he wi l l i n g l y  does i f  the 
prac t i t i on e r  re t u r n s  him wi t h· h i s  sou l . 

There a r e  many o t h e r  t a l e s  of t hi s  lovel y s h i n i n �  t ree of our no r t he r n  land s , but 1 
i t  i s  b r i e f l y  on t o  he r med i c i n a l  p r o pe r t i e s  t h a t  we now t read . Ag a i n ,  as wi t h  the 
f lo r a  o f  all  Na t u r e , He r bod y  i s  o f  be ne f i t to us . Youn g birch l e av e s  have l o n g  been 
used t o  t rea t pro b l ems of  the u r i n a r y  sys t e m , aswe l l  as rheuma t i sm , a l t hough they are 
bi t t e r  to t he t o n g ue . The bene f i c i a l  a c t ions d e r i ve f rom t h e  co n s t i t ue n t s  of  
s apon i ns , tann i n s , t ra c e s  o f  an e s sen t i a l  oi l ,  re s i n ,  V i t a m i n  C,  s i l i c a , mine·r a l  
s al t s , bi t t e r  compo und s a n d  be t u l o r e n t i c  ac i d  ( • • •  phe w ! ) .  The s e  a l l  g ive them m i l d  
d i u re t i c  a n d  d i s i n f e c t � ran t proper t i es . The leaves a r e  usua l l y  made i n t o  a t e a  and 
com b i ne we l l  wi t h  Lime f lo we r s  ( ob t a i n a b l e  f rom any good he r ba l i s t , i f  you ca n ' t  f i nd 
t hem you r se l f ) . Th i s . is pa r t i c u la r l y  good f o r  rheuma t i s m ,  gou t  and d r o ps y . The he r b  
on i t s  own i s  a l so good a t  ' in d u c i n g  pe r s p i ra t ion and hence good f o r  c o l d s  a n d  f l u . I n  
par t i cu la r  ho weve r .  b i r c h  'leaves have been reg arded a s  a ·  spec i f i c f o r  t he i r  use 
aga i n s t  k i d n e y  s t on e s . Used wi t h  t he b a r k  o f  t he same t ree , b i r c h  is  good at 
c o u n t e r a c t ing er�p t i o n s  o f  the s ki n , suc h as ec zema , e t c . I t ' s  a l l  good s t u f f ! I t ' s  21 



t h a t  good , t h a t  Roge r  Ph i l l i ps , wi l d  · food and n a t u r a l  hi s t o r y  f re a k  e x t r a o rd i n a i re , 
a c t u a l l y  recomm�nds go i ng to t h e  l e ng t h  o f  co l l e c t i n g  t he s a p  of t he t r e e  ( by 
i mp l a n t ing a t�be a cou p l e  of f e e t  up ; . pl a n t i n g  i t  j us t  an inch or so i n t o  the ba r k , 
a nd le t t i n g  it co l l e c t  ove r n i g h t  in a co l le c t i n g  bot t l e ) to make w i ne f rom i t ! I 
have n ' t  t r i ed i t , a l t hough I 'd l i ke to do - j us t  to tas t e  wha t t he s a p  on i t s  own i s  
l ike . 

So ge t ou t t he re and make good use o f  t he s e  o l d  s i l ve r-grey f e l l ows . They have 
many good uses and have many s t r a n g e  and e n l i g h t ened t a l e s  to  tell • • •  j us t  l i s t e n  to 
t hem and hear the i r  whi s p e r i n g s  • • •  

Re f e r e n c e  & Sou r c e  Wo rks : 

B l a m i re s , He a t he r . The Classroo• in the Fore s t , Da l r i ad a  Mag a z i ne , Lu�hn a s a d h  1987 . 
Bunne y ,  Sara h . The I l l u s t rated Book of Herbs , Oc t o pus 198 5 .  

F r a z e r , J a me s  G .  The Go lden Bough , Macm i l l a n  1978 . 
G r ieve , Mrs M .  A Modern He r ba l , Peng u i n  1976 . 

K r e s a ne k ,  Dr . J a ro s l a v , P l a n t s  Tha t Hea l , Gal ley P r e s s , n .d .  
P hi l l i ps , Roge r . W i l d  Food , Pan 19 83 . 

S ki nne r , Cha r l e s  M .  Myths & Legends of F lowe rs , Trees , Frui t s  & Plan t s , Ph i l ade l ph i a  
1 9 1 1 .  

Whi t l o c k ,  Ral ph . In Search o f  Lo s t  God s , Phaidon Pre s s  1979 . 

BOOKS FOR SALE 

Brigant i a :  A Hys ter iogra phy by Guy Rag l and Phi l l i ps .  H a r d ba c k .  2 24 pag e s . 
B i b l i og r a p hy . I nde x . The c l a s s i c  wor k  d e t a i l i ng the s t one ci r c l e s , l e gend s ,  l e ys 
a nd Ea r t h  Mys t e r i e s  o f  Yor ks h i re and d i s t r i c t . W ic c a n , Pagan and mag i c a l  c h r on i c l e s  
f rom o u r  no r t he rn coun t i e s , p r e v ious l y  ca l l ed Br i ga n t i a . Co p i e s  o f  t h i s  wor k  a r e  
ava i l ab l e  f rom the ed i t or f o r  o n l y  l4 . 2 5, i nc l us i ve o f  po s t age . Ge t e m  now !  

Le y  Lines i n  Que s t ion by Tom Wi l l i amson & Liz Be l l amy . 23 2 pages . 
B i b l i o g raphy . I n d e x . Pho t o s  & d i ag rams . Th i s  i s  t he ma i n  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i q ue o f  l e y  
l i nes a n d  t he Ea r t h  Mys t e r i e s  moveme n t  - and in  i t s  e x p l o r a t ion , makes . s o m e  ve r y  v a l i d  
a nd c l e a r  c u t  po i n t s . Al t hough a l i t t le over-o b j e c t i ve a n d  n o t  t o o  we l l - i n f o rmed i n  
some d e p a r t me n t s , t h i s  is a wor k  t h a t  eve ryone invo lved in  t he E M  moveme n t  ca nno t 
r ea l l y  be w i t ho u t  - u n l e s s  some of you a r e  f r i g h tened of s e e i n g  your own mi s t ak e s ! 
Co p i e s  of t h i s  a r e  ava i l a b l e  f rom your e d i t o r  f o r  l6 . 9 5, pos t age inc l us ive . 

Dr Atom i c ' s  Mar i j uana Mu l t i p l i e r  - by La rry S .  Tod d . Boo kl e t . Thi s h e f t i l y  
c a r t ooned manual f o r  po t -head s bas i ca l l y  shows t hee how t o  ge t mu ch mor e  ou t o f  you r 
g ea r , or as Doe Atomic pu t s  i t , " I some r i s e  your mar i j uana and has hee s h  to i nc r e a s e  i t s  
p o t e n c y  u p  t o  5 o r  6 t i me s ! "  And i f  you ' ve t he pa t ie nc e  t o  make home brews , you ' l l  
c e r t a i n l y  have i t  t o  i n c re a s� them t he re THC mo l e cu l e s . On l y  l 2  f rom 
your • • •  e r  • • •  yeah • • •  your er • • •  e d i t�r � {  t h i n k )  • • •  pass us t he s p l i f f  Ga ry • • •  ! 

A Modern He rbal - by Hrs H .  Grieve . La r ge Hard bac k .  932 pages . Gen e r a l  & 
Bo t a n i c a l  Indexe s . The s u p reme wor k on he r ba l i sm - almo s t  the B i b l e  of t he s u bj e c t . 
I t  d e s c r i be s , in a l phabe t i c a l  o r d e r , more t ha n  1000 of t hem , g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  t he i r  
cu l t iv a t ion ; t he i r  che m i c a l  and med i c i na l  p r o per t i e s , appearence and f o l k l o re . 
Ac compa n i ed wi t h  96 p l a t e s , t h i s  H e r b a l  Magus i s  t he med i c i na l  biography of Na t u r e ' s  
f lo r a . Norma l l y  E 2 5  ne w ,  you c a n  g e t  co p i e s  f r o m  your ed i to r  f o r  l 2 0, pos t age 
i nc l us i ve . 
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Night wi l l' s oon fa l l  
And Na ture ' s  s ec re t a  

S ha l l  b e  revea l ed in dreams ; 
Enshrined in roc k ,  ri ver,\ 

Tree and s t ream . 
The hidden s ha l l f lower, 

A s  rain. pours down i ts tru th. 

- Wri t ten from the Woodland 
by S t ephen Ha r t .  

Tal es of Yorkshire Fa eries , �3� 

Very recen t l y ,  aside the Leeds - Li verpool Cana l ,  j u s t  as i t  moves towards Ki rks ta l l  on 
t he ou tski rts of Leeds i ts el f ,  a mos t p ecu l ia r  e l ementa l form repu t ed l y  mani fes t ed i t­
s e l f .  A wei rd ,  red-c lad ,  c hu b by l i tt l e form ,  w hos e name was A iken Drum ( tha t ' s  wha t i t  
said t o  the w oman who saw i t  - hon es t l y ) , sa t down i n  the wooded s t retch o f  the region 
d oing very l i t t l e  unti l i t  was esp i ed by t he wi tness . Sounds lo opy you ' ve go t ta admi t .  
C er tain ly do es t o  me! Ther e ' s  more on thi s  s t rang e  encoun ter i n  a forthc omi ng ' Ea rt h ' .  
Bu t back to more norma l ,  bel i eveabl e tal es from the pas t . . .  

· 

From times pas t in Eas t Yorkshi r e ,  Mrs Gutch, au t hor of " Coun ty Folk lo re C onc erni ng the 
Eas t Riding • • • " tel ls us , "There i a  ano ther wi ck ed apri t e ,  who c omes in mos t us efu l ly 
as a pro t ec t or of fru i t .  His name i a  ' Awd Goggi e ' ,  and h e  s p ec ia l ly haun t s  woods a nd 
orchards . "  The origin of the name ,  or initia l  encoun t er w i t h  t he e l ementa l i sn ' t  told 
t he reof , a l t hough i t  i s  thought the nas ty bogi e was i nven t ed to keep c hi ldren from p in­
c hing frui t and o ther such t hings . 

A simi lar en ti ty w i t h  the name of ' Churnmi l k  P eg ' ,  who l ived in Wes t Yorks hi re, lo oked 
after unripe n u t  t hi c k e ts . She was a pparen t l y  s e en smoking a ra th.er large pi p e  b y  
t ho s e  who s a w  her .  

Much mo re c ommon i n  days gon e b y  were ta l es of Ho bs •  mischi evous forms who a r e  t o  b e  
found s ca t t ered a l l  acros s t h e  north. Wi l l iam Hend erson i n  his c lass ic trea tis e ,  "Folk­
Lore of the Northern Coun t i es , " t e l ls us of a Ho b t ha t  l i v ed in a na tural cave in Runs-
wick Bay n ear � tby. This o ld na ture s p i ri t became wel l-known for c uring ai lmen t s ,  
particularly whooping c ough. Paren t s  us ed to take their c hi ldren in t o  t h e  cave and 
whisper an old rhyme to the Ho b .  Thi s usua l ly did the trick . 

There was ano ther Hob who was a t tached to S t urfi t  Ha l l ,  n ear Ree t h  in North Yorkshi re. 
Hi s c hores usua l l y  cons i s t ed o f  making fi res , c hurning milk and o t her suc h labours . 
The elemental always worked naked , and on e day the mis tress of the Ha l l  t ook pi ty on 
him and off ered c lo thes to t he Hob. A t  thi s  however, the spiri t t ook offence and di s­
appeared forever. A simi lar tal e is known of dissa tisfa c t i on o f  the c l o t hes provided 
t o  a Ho b ,  who worked on a farm i n  Danby. In Mra Gutch ' s ,  " County Folklore of N o r t h  
R i d i ng  o f  Yorkshire • • •  " she reproduces num erous ot her tal es of thi s hel pfu l l i t t l ef o l k .  
Thos e of y ou who· may find par t i cu la r  i n t eres t i n  t hes e el ement a la s hould r e f e r  t o  her 
works . 

At Mulgrave Woods in Biggers da l e ,  North Yorks hi re ,  a q ui t e evi l e l em en ta l  is said to 
l ive.  She was much dreaded and cal led Jeanni e of Biggersda l e . One night a local farm 
worker who ' d  had a bi t t oo much to dri nk , was dared by his fri ends to annoy her and 
ra i s e  her from her haun t .  He agreed . La t er t ha t  night he rod e up to the woods and 
ca l l ed her to c ome ou t ,  taun t i ng a nd insu l ting t he mal ignan t  crea ture.  And she came 
forth,  res p onding accordingly . "I 'm coming , " she cried ,  c re ep ing inten t ly towards the 
young drunk. Abou t  now he rea l i s ed the s tu pi di ty of wha t he was doing and so made for 
the s tr eam - wi t h  Jeanni e ha rd on his h ee l s .  Jus t as he reached the wa t e r ,  she reached 
ou t and tore the lad ' s  hors e c l ean in two . He f l ew over t he hors e ' s  head and was for­
tuna t e  in landing saf e on the o ther s i d e ,  t he hind-a ide of the hors e fal li ng on the 
other aide of the s tream to J eann i e .  The y oung farm w orker n ever ventured there ever 
again • • • bu t she ' s  s t i l l  there • • •  acc ording t o  l o ca l  l o re • • •  

Old north lore t e l l s  of a c om i cal fairy c rea ture , r ela t ed they say to t he Boggar t , who 
repu t edly haun t ed virtual ly every mi l l  around Yorks hi r e ,  Northum bria and t he Lak es . · 

The spri t e  was des c ri bed as being q u i t e  gro t esq u e  t o  l o ok a t , having no mou t h  b u t  poss­
es si ng a huge nose , up whi c h  he s nuffed hi s food . The pecu liar beas t was ca l l ed a 
Ki l lmoul i s  and was said to be very much d evoted to the mi l l er and hi s fami l y .  Not un-

2.4-

l i k e  a Banshe e , the Ki l lmou l i s  made sc reaming wa i ls before i l ln ess or forthc omi n d th 
i n  the fami l y .  Folklori s ts p l a c e  t h e  Kil lmou l i s  synonymous ly a l ongs i d e  m o r e  fam�us 

ea 

e l ementala as Brown i es ,  Urisk,  Bro l lachans and Kabou t ermannekina . 

And then there ' s  Melsh Di ck , t he yang coun t erpa rt of Churnmi lk Peg . Melsh a l s o  li ved in 
Wes t Yorkshi re and simi larly lo oked a f t er unri p e  nu ts , making su re tha t chi l dren d i d n ' t  
tak e  them. Melah was s p ec ifi ca l ly a wood demon and was the only ma l e  e l em en ta l  known 
t hroug?ou t t �e north coun t i es who p erformed t hi s  duty. A l l  the res t were f ema l e . 
Ka t�en ne Br�ggs wri t es , "The importanc e of nu t thi ckets in earl i er rura l ec onomy may 
b e  J udged by the number of sup erna tural beli efs surrounding t hem , suc h as the appear­
anc e  of t he Devi l to Sunday nu t-ga ther ers , and the ferti l i ty ascri bed t o  nu ts . " Henc e 
the c rea ti on of s uc h  pec u l ia r  e l emen tal forms , they think .  

Exac t ly h o w  ma n y  fo lk and fa erie lo r e  ta l es a bound in jus t Yorks hi re I hon es t ly don ' t  
kn o� . W e  a l l  know t ha t  virtua l ly every sma l l  town or vi l lage ,  esp ecia l ly in coun t ry  
reg� on a ,  ha v e  proba bly s evera l  ta l es to tel l us . In Sco t land , from m y  ca sual j ou rn i ea 
around i t a  fa bu l ou s  mountain ous lands , I ' ve heard numerous s t range tal es from l oca l 
t ongu e s .  John G. and John F. Campb e l l  wro te ex t ensi vely of local lores - bo t h  of the ir 
works have now become c lassics in thei r f i el d .  Dozens of o ther Sc o t t i s h  co l l ec t ions 
were simi larl y  made by o ther r enown ed wri t ers . Sca t t erings of folklore a bound every­
where

.
- but mu c h  of i t  is hi dden in old j ournals , local hi s t o ry  wo rks , news pap ers and 

some J U s t from word of mou th. Bu t ,  t here ' s  su bs tanc e in there somewher e .  Like a thing 
ca l l ed a "Waff . " A Waff is a Yorkshire name for a wraith,  d ou b le , e o-wa l ker or dop pel­
ganger. I t  i s  known t o  b e  a porten t  of d ea t h and is seen by t he doomed man or a friend .  
Henderson in his ' Folklor e ' t e l ls us t ha t  i t  c a n  b e  averted i f  c onfron t ed a n d  s poken t o  
s everely , giving us an exam p l e  of o n e  s u c h  cas e  from a na t i v e  of Gu i s e bo rough who on 
vi s i t ing a shop in Whi t by ,  c omes ac ross hi s own Waf f .  Address ing it s t ern ly he s�id 
"What ' s thou doin ' here? Wha t ' s  t ho u  d oin ' here? Thou ' s  a f t er no good , I ' l l go ba i i ! 
Get thy ways �om wi th the e !  G e t  t hy ways yom ! " A nd ,  respons ively, the Waff dropped 
i ts head low �n s hame and wa lk ed of f , wi th t he chap having no further troubl e from i t .  

Spa�dington Ha l l  l i es some �en mi l e� north o f  Gool e i n  the Ea s t  Riding , and n ea rby is 
Rob�n Round-ca p ' s  Wel l .  This spot � s  a t es t im ony to a spiri t "of the true Hbbgo blin 
ty pe" t ha t  l i ved in the Ha l l  for many yea rs , says Ka therine Driggs . The s p i ri t ws:ts 
cal l ed , obviously , Robin Round Cap and he used · to . help thresh the c orn and do c horea 
around the plac e a f ew hundred y ears ago . Oc cas i onal ly how ever, he ' d  get in t o  a s i l l y 
mood and woul d mix the c haff w i t h  the wh ea t ,  s pil l the m i lk a nd put the fi res ou t when 
it wasn ' t  n eeded. Even tua l ly , after many years of presuma bly being a naughty spri t e ,  
t hree cl ergymen sai d prayers a t  t he Ha l l  and , the poor l i t t l e  Round Cap l i es tra pped in 
the wa t ers of the wel l • • •  

For the time bei ng, faeri e lore from Yorkshi re can now be gi ven a res t .  We ' v e had a 
consi s t ent num ber of art i c l e s  in previous Ear ths and if I d on ' t  keep q ui e t the li t t l e  
peop l e  ma y  t hi nk I ' m gonna give thei r s ec re ts away! God knows wha t they migh t  d o  t o  m e  
then !  N ext time round w e  have som e  par ti cula r  cases o f  b lack dogs and their l i kes • • •  
one ta l e  of whi ch has barely b een heard of . Ti l l  then • . •  

· S t onehenge . I t s  Hi s t ory , Mea ning , 
Fes tiva l ,  U n lawful f'anagem en t ,  
Po l i c e  Ri o t  8 5  & Fu ture Prospec t s ,  
by J o hn  Mi chel l .  £2.  
Ava i la b l e  from , 2 Blenheim C rescent 
London Wl l lNN . 
A mu s t  for al l Pagans , Fes t i va l­
goers and fol low ers of the Ea r t h  
Sp i ri t .  

The Gi?. nt of Penhi l l ,  b y  Ian Taylor 
£6 . 95 .  A va i la bl e. from , Northern 
Liehts , PO Box 1 1 3 ,  Dunning ton , 
York YO l 5JW. ( Add 70p pos tage ) 
"Anyone s tudying l eys &: geoma n t i c  
power • • •  wi l l  fi nd t h i s  bobk very 
we l l  researched and exci ting. " 

- �P of Tho tb, 4 : 4  
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BOOK REVIEW's 
"Where There ' s  a Will, " by Ma.uric e  :Barbanell .  Aq uarian Press, Thorson Publishing 

Group, Wellingborough\ No�thamptonshire NN8 2BQ . 160pp. ISBN 0-85030-753-8. £3.50 
In this work, the author \il lustrates through spiri tualist  methods, the way of finding 
oneself. He demonstrates that the power of pos i tive thought can bring the s trength 
needed to conq uer every weakness, and gives guidance for every probl em. Combining the 
phi losophi es of East and Wes t wi th the views of science, Barbanel l explains how to 
abol ish fear and anxi ety and l ive a lif e  that is a great and st imulating adventure. 
The book itself is primarily of value to those interest ed in spiri tualism. 

"Fire from the Gods? - New Insights on the Mins t er Fire, " by Angus Mac Lean. Northern 
Lights Publications, PO Box 113, Dunnington, York ·YOl 5JW. 52pp. I llus trations . 
ISBN 1-869939-06-9. £2 . 50. 
This work was wri t ten as a response to Ian Taylor 1 s acc laimed work, "The Giant of 
Penhi l l," and, says McClean, "des�ribes my fee�ings about some of (the) plac es" men­
tioned in his book. Indeed, much of  the work 1s  an expansion on jus t  some of the 
issues wri tten of hy Taylor, rhe tales and lore of Bart l e  and Penhi l l  are further 
expounded, with the leys and lines intertwined in the matrix of what the author has to . 
say. Bu t  the gis t of the work tel ls us t ha t  the renowned Y�r� Minster f�re w�s caused 
more by an accumulation of earth energy, s timu lated by spec1 f1 c  astrolog�cal 1nfluences . 
The idea may sound a l i t tle  pecul iar to some of thee, bu t the very sam e 1nfluences are 
responsible for UFO flaps so why not fires ! ?  Read it and j udge for yourself . 

"Pho tographing the Spiri t World - Images from Beyond the Spec trum, " by Cyri l Permu t t .  
Aquarian Press . 138 photos. Index. 192pp. ISIN 0-85030-762-7 . £6 . 99 .

" . 
. 

This is the reprint of the work, original ly cal led, 11 Beyond the Spectrum, and is pnn­
cipa lly a large collection of photographs of ghos ts, en titi es, ectoplasms

.
and o ther 

psychica l  manifes tati ons . Bu t for its price
.
and what i t  offers � you ' re g1ven a good 

book here. The author  has obvious ly mad e  this work more appeal1ng by the sh:er number 
of pikki es included _ a number of them hardly availab�e anywhere else .  The 1mport�nce 
to  the work is the appl ica tion with which  Permu t t  bel 1eves the camera can be u�ed 1n 
looking at paranormal go ings-on. A number of the pho tos inc luded here are obv1ously 
fakes whi l s t  o thers can - and have - large q ues tion marks over the image the camera 
has c�ught. Numerous tales, some wel l-known and o t hers not so wel l-known, ar� looked 

1 into ;  as are the evidenc es for PK, telepa thy and energy pa t terns (even von Re1chenbach s 
" od" magnetism is looked at bri efly) . But the swindlers are unearthed aswell. Overal l, 
this his tory of spirit pho tography is an admirable collation - and i t ' s  certainly wel­
come to my book col lection ! 

"Strange Pocklington : Folklore & Earth Mysteri es in East Yorkshi re, 1 1  by !an Taylor. 
Northern Lights Publication .  Photos . Drawings. Maps. Bibliography. 92pp. ISBN 
1-869939-08-5 . £3 . 50. 
Yet another attractive work from the pen of Ian Taylor. This is ano ther one of the 
Proj ec t A lbion works instigated by ASSAP, detailing the collected peculiari t ies from 
spec ific local  regions . Much of the mat erial herein is of valu e to EM-followers, as a 
grea t deal of it uncovers a large pat tern of leys (even more widely looked at in his, 
"A l l  Saints Ley Hun t") . But there are tal es of ghos ts, wiccan ri tes, los t  tunnels, 
Goddess l egends, and al l wrapped in an ama�gamation of Pagan li l t ing. Lovers and 
devotees of · the Earth Spirit send off for 1 t . 

Aq uarian Press .  192 pp. IS I.N "How to be Healthy, Weal thy & Wise, " by f1.H. Tes ter.  
0-85030-754-6 . £3.50. 
Here ' s  one of the many DIY-psi  books, the likes of which we al l have our opinions on. 
This  work allegedly provides a design for living whic� pr�mises a fu�l, in � eres ting, 
vibrant and healthy life. The author (hims elf a mill1ona1re no l ess.) bel1 eves that 

everyone i s  meant to  enj oy go od health and says tha t i l lness is a pervers� on, mos t �f 
which is self-induced. Here however, he offers a simple formula for keep1ng that m1nd­
body relationship f inely tuned to become both heal thy and wea l thy . Using t hes e me thods 
though I do  find it somewhat of a difficul ty to find where Tester ' s  "•,..ise" el emen t 
comes into i t  all !  See what you think, and if any body finds i t  successfu l  please let  
_us know about i t .  

"The Language o f  the Gods, " by Roy Norvi l l. Ashgrove Pr ess, 1 9  Circus Plac e, Ba th, 
Avon, BA l 2PW. Bibliography. l86pp. ISBN 0-906798-84-l . £6 . 95. 
Throughout history there have been ma_ny great teachers of wisdom, but they on ly spell.k 
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thei r Words every few c en turi es. Even then, much of wha t is said is misunders tood and 
misrepresented to others . This is of course  quite true. Our bes t example today1 of 
such misunders tanding is Chri s t  • • •  but there are others . Much of what is said, al though 
simple in form, is wrapped in phras es of symbol ism, thems elves representa tiv� of the 
nature of :Being and of Unders tanding. Such practises, Roy No rvi l l  cal ls the 
"allegori es", or Language of the Gods. This book at temp ts to s eek out and ind icll. t e  to 
the reader the reality of such Words, writ ten and spoken of by such figures as Sain t­
Germain, John Dee, Theopompus and the ac claimed Mary Shelley. Norvi l l  cl early expounds 
Hermetic and occul t concepts that truly are misunders tood, emphasising spec i fi c  ex­
amples and c larifying them. There are of course rela tionships which the au thor could 
have al luded to, i . e .  along qabalistic tradi tionalism, bu t -presumably - for the sa� e 
of brevi ty, s t icks s imply to the point wi thout trying to en ter other correspondenc es 
that may further confuse the reader. The work ou tlines throughout the ' Language ' from 
an Hermetic viewpoin t ,  eventually leading to a methodology wi th which ot hers can apply 
themselves to reali s e  the potential of the secret voic es. Personal ly, such  �terial is 
best sought through Crowleian and Taoist  approaches I think. :Bu t the approach and work 
here exhorted by Norvi l l  cannot really be argued wi th. He ' s  hit the nail  q u i t e  close  
to the head . I only hope that his work acts  as  a ca talyst for othere to  ac tually pick 
up the hammer in the first  plac e. A book wel l worth your R tt ention. (I only  wish I ' d 
read his previous volume, "Hermes Unveil ed") 

MAGAZ lliE REVIEWS 

Moonshine, No . ll, Summer Sols tice - Thi s is the main voice of the PaganLink !ietwork and 
i t ' s  an admira ble pu bl ica tion .  Herein there ' s  artic l es on shamanism and on chakras ( by 
some weirdo by the name of Phi l Hine! ). A large Reader ' s  Le tters s ection, Reviews, 
Con tac ts, PaganLink goings-on • • •  and • • •  Dusty Miller ' s  lore of dryads and the l i kes ; an 
introduc tory l erigth on psi/magick attack and defenc e ;  the his tory of Woden ; the sol�r 
cyc le ;  Rich  Wes twood looking back "Towards a Na tive Bri ti sh Re ligion"; recollec t i ons of 
Sunm1er Solstice from. Glae ton bury (very well wri tten K� te) • • •  and s t i l l  another half­
dozen articl es.  Wha t ·more can I say o t her than send off for this mag .  £1 each or  £7.50 
for 8 issues per annum from, 498 Bristol  Rd, Selly Oak, Birmingham B29 6BD. 32pp. 

The Ley Hunter, No. l05, Summer 88 - Yet ano ther prize edi tion .  Here there ' s' an in ter­
view wi th Tom Graves ; a moa t  disturbing account of Disharmony at Cll.l lanish; the sacred 
geography and archaeology of Crete;  No . 5  in Devereux ' s  artic l es on Radia tion at Mega­
lithic Sites ( this time from the He bridean isles  of Lewis, Mul l  and - possessor of thP. 
wonderful Machri e compl ex - Arran) ; an artic l e  by !an T�ylor (who ! ? )  on holed mono liths 
as ley indicators ; the  Dragon Proj ec t ;  let ters, revi ews, Dod, the regular columnis ts, 
and a l l  utterly worth reading. 32pp. 

Tl,e Hookah, No . 8, Augus t 88 - The most shouldn ' t-be-al lowed mag in the en tire world 
diabo l ically manifes ts again . Terrible  isn ' t  i t ! ?  Anyhow, for those  of you already 
addic ted (you ' l l be dead nex t  week I imagine),  there are accounts of THC talks around 
England - some good news, some  not so good. Off�nsive trials in America on the poor 
weed . News from Ho lland (where else ! ) ,  Italy, India, W. Ge�ny, Denmark and Jamai ca • • •  

to name jus t 6 !  Legalis e Cannabis Campaign crossword competi tion .  60s reflec t ions. 
Cartoons, readers le t ters, etc, and plenty more - all  from this u t ter ly .d istas teful � 
pervert ed propaga tion. Don ' t  have anything to do wi th thi� � - ever! You ' l l die if 
you do. · Hones t .  You ask Mrs Thatcher - she never l i es !  BUY THIS MAGAZllrE! ! !  24pp. 

Fortean Times, No.50, Summer 88 - The magazine of comple tely unreal phenomena and other 
such goings-on! Yes, i t ' s  out again ! Plenty of screwy stuff from Mo ther �th ' s  joke­
box. So, here goes : a 6� foot  worm in England ; chopped-down- tree grows �ck in a day ; 
gr�stly miners ; kil l er bees ; human corpse gives birth; tes ticle  take-offs ; t·.o-headed 
babi es ; electric man ; . embalmed cats • • •  and tons more short tales. Bu t then there are 
such articles as, Operation Deepscan, being a report from Loc h Ness ; Spontaneous Human 
Combustion ;  those ' Minc e Pie Martians ' of Jean Hingley of the Wes t Mid lands ; the s trange 
life of one, Roger Crab ;  ana logies wi th thos e Men in Black ; and some amaz ing tales of 
what Sieveking cal ls, . ' The Unburi ed Dead '. And there ' s  tons more besides . .. 80pp. 

The Ka bbalist, 5 : 10, June 88 - Further expos it ions from the likes of 777 & more. From 
the Tree of Life are essays on Netzac h, the Middle Pillar � the Triads. 3ut, frui t 
grows elsewhere in the qabalis tic repres entation of the soul ; a si mpl e discipl ine on 
the ri tual contac t wi th Earth ' s  elementals ; and the· fi rst  part of an essay on the Ways 
� influenc es of th� Hermit of Tarot and other forms (a close friend of mir.e'. 22pp. 2-1 
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